D. of Sbremibur ). 


LIFE and M. 


£ 


2 
rn OB d 
1 
2 72 
Y * . 
v5 


5 , e 


F buy 


Pt 


\ - 


4 
* 


In which will be found much of the Hi- , 
ſtory of Parties, and eſpecially of Court. 
Diviſions, during the laſt Four Reigns; 5 


which no HIS To Rx has yet given an 
Account of. | : 8 225 


- - » — 
* 3 . : " #2. a * 
* » - N ; | 8 
* 1 | 
p 4 | 
. 4 4 
— — . * 4 
Ke — — „ 41 28 * 
< — 


* 


Plus valet occulatis Teſtis quam Auriti Decem. 
— — ROE, 23 


Printed for Tho: Warmer, at the Black- Boy, 
in Pater-Noſter-Row, 1718. 
Price Two Shilling. 


* 


ua 


” 
* * 
- 
* 
6 72 
7 * 
7 * 
1 * mY 
7 4 
oy 2 
7 * Tt , ep - 
< 4 * 
1 ; 5 
= » 
- - 5 2 
— * . 
: God © 4 1 
g I "Es =. 4 
* x * 4 — 
* . K . 3 
5 7.4" . 4 _—_ 
o - Fo? * "x - 7 
42 75 4 1 
7. . , 7 of 1 s 1 8. 2 
. 6 wy, * x : 
4 Got: 3 . ; 
77 ͤͥ + on i | * 
* p 4 = 4 ea 1. & ＋ 4 © £ FE , 4 * 1 s 9p 3 
N . 7 " 2 wa ® * ” : A p 4 


8 


s theſe Sheets communicate to the 
Bl World ſeveral remarkable pub 
Lal * EMT /ick Tranſattions, in which he 
LS Grace the Dake of Shrewsbury 


was principally concern d, ſo far as they are with 


a juſt Propriety Entituled, Memoirs of his 
Life; tho? they may not be ſimply reſtrain'd to 
his particular ſhare in thoſe things. 

We have ſufficient Authority in the World for 
the Entituling the Memoirs of great Affairs, pub- 
lick Negotiations, and the like, to belong to thoſe 
Perſons who had the principal ſhare in them. 


I am not inſenſible what ſach Undertakings 


have ſuffered, and perhaps juſtly too, by the 


etenſions of ignorant, unqualified Perſons, who 
Levi Ns ; nn the Fragments . Things 
within the reach of common Obſervation, and 
calld them Memoirs, or Secret Hiſtories of 
ſuch or ſuch Perſons, while the mercenary Com. 
piler perhaps knows little more than the Name, 


and Genealogy of the Perſon; as in the Caſe 


of the late Duke Hamilton, and others. 

But Tpromiſe my ſelf the impartial Obſerver 
will be treated here with ſo much ſubject far 
his moſt impartial Obſervations, that he will 


never complain of this Work as deficient on 


that account. 


Aud 


L ii 

And yet I muſt confeſs it is not a Perſonal 
Intimacy with a Miniſter of State, which of it 
ſelf enables any Man to write either his Cha- 
racter, or his Life; the particular intimacy 
with the Buſineſs which he has been employ'd in, 


and in which he has with a happy ſacceſs illu- 
ſtrated his perſonal Character, are opportani- 


ties far beyond long Acquaintance, or indeed 
even Friendſhip. 55 Et 
This Acquaintance the Author of theſe Sheets 


thinks he may pretend to; and believes his Ac= 


count of theſe Matters will fully anſwer the 


Title, (viz.) Memoirs; zay, had he call'd it 


a Compleat Hiſtory, he believes there would 
not have been ſo much of the material part of 
his Graces Life wanting, as to admit any con- 
ſiderable Objection. 5 1 
He hopes this Work, (;ncerely intended for 
honouring the Memory of the Noble Perſon it 
ſpeaks of, will be objected againſt by no Man 
who had any real value for his Perſon and Fa- 
mily ; Tho it might involuntarily have omitted 


any Article of his private Conduit, or made 


any Miſtake in the Judgment paſs'd of his 
Actions; neither of which he is conſcious of 
doing. 55 : ö 3 
If this Eſſay ſhall tir ap any better Pen to 
enter farther into the Hiſtory of the great Acti- 


ons of this Illuſtrious Perſon, and furniſh the 


World with Matter farther to honour him in 
the Ages to come, the Author's End will be 


doubly anſwer'd, and he ſhall think his Labour 


in this part ver) well beſtom de. | 
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4s this Tract will have nnch 

matter of Hiſtory, and that 
relating to Things of the 
niceſt management, and of 
the greateſt moment; it 
1 cannot be deſir'd ofany Au- 
thor to mix with it things of a nature uſe- 
leſs to the Deſign; and therefore IJ pur- 
poſely omit entring into the Genealogy of 
his Grace's Family; tho? for the Antiquity 
bol it, and the glorious Actions of his An- 
= ceſtors, few, if any, of the Families of the 
Y RE: of TO can 80 beyond it. 


B „ This, : 


This, in the ordinary method of Wri— 
ters, is eſteem'd fo bright a part of the Hi- 
ſtory of Great Men, and is oftentimes ſo i 
very grateful to the Succeſſors of a Fami- 


ly, that they generally take care to let their 1 


firſt Pages ſhine with the Monuments of 
the Families, ranſacking the Hiſtory of all 
the Branches of the Name for every emi- 
nent thing they can find, that may x 


contribute to make the Stock Tluſtri- 
ous, and build the Fame of the Per- 


ſon they are to deſcribe, upon the great 
Actions of dead Heroes, who having be- 
hav'd well, it is ſuppos'd to be an addi- © 
tion to the honour of the preſent Heir, 
that ſuch and ſuch great things were done 
by thoſe that went before him. = 
Juvenal ſeverely reproves the Heirs of great 
Families in Rome, for valuing themſelves 


upon the Actions of their Fore-fathers, 


{hewing the Statues ef their martial An- 
ceſtors crown'd with Lawrels, and cover'd 
with Trophies, the Spoils of Nations con- 
quer'd by their Virtue; while at the ſame 
time, their degenerated Offspring were 
famous for little, except the Trophies of 


the Brothel-Houſes; the Bordelloes of thoſe 


Times; or the Wounds and Scars gotten 


in Night-cambles, drunken Rencounters, ſe- * 
cret Murthers, and all forts of rakiſh Ex- 
travagancies in the Service of Venus, and 


Bacchus. 
| Stemmata 


11 


cstemmata quid faciunt ? Quid prodeſt Portico, longs, 
= Sanguine Cenſori, piftoſq; oſtendere Vultus . 
Majorum, ea ſtantes in curribus Amilianos, 


E Curios jam dimidios, humeroque minorem 
cCorvinum, & Galbam oculis Naſoq, carentem? 


uis fructus generis tabula jactare capaci 
ESErvinum, Poſthac multa deducere virga 
Fumo ſos Equitum cum Dittatore Magiſtros, 
Si coram Lepidis mali vivitur ?- | 


Juv. Sat. viii. 


Z The Perſon whoſe Actions we are to 
Write of, tho? he has not added to the 
Fame of his Illuſtrious Anceſtors by Martial 


Deeds, and has not been much a Man of 
the Sword, yet injuſtice to his Hiſtory, it 


muſt be recorded, that he has not ſullied | 
the Name of Talbot with a Life of Scandal 
and Debauchery. But as his Anceſtors 
have been Men of War, he has been a 
- Man of Council; and having in four Reigns 
run thro? various Scenes of the State Ma- 
nagement in the firſt rank of Public Bufinels, 
and been concern'd in ſome of the moſt Nice 
and Secret parts of the Tranſactions of 
the Court; I fay, having been thus nearly 
concern'd in the matters of Government, 
and fo often employ'd in all the Turns, of 
State, 1t cannot be but the part he has ta- 
ken, if related with faithfulneſs and plain- 
neſs, muſt be very entertaining; fruitful o? 
moſt inſtructing Circumſtances, relating to 
. = ,B 2 the 


141 


the Times, and may let us into ſome of 


the Secret Hiſtory of Things, which per. 
haps have been very little known or heard 

of in the World; or at leaſt if they have, 
may have been repreſented to us in ſuch 
falſe Colours, as that we have entertain'd 
Wrong Ideas both of the Things, and of 


the Perſon. 


It muſt be acknowledg'd, that the Times 
in which the Duke has appear'd upon the 
Stage, have been the moſt ſubjected to 
Changes at Court, of any in our Memory; 
and have been fill'd up with great and 


ſurprizing turns of State: A World of ſecret 


ſhifting Hands and Parties in the Admini- 
ſtration of Affairs have happen'd in his 
Time and Age: No ſpace of Time of the 


like extent of Vears can ſhew the like Va- 


riety, ſince the alternate Reigns of the 
Princes of Tork and Lancaſter : Whoever | 
reflects upon the two great Revolutions 
of theſe Kingdoms, and the many Court 


Revolutions beſides, which have happen*d 


in the Life of this Noble Perſon, muſt ac- 7 


knowledge it is an unuſual thing to,find him 
not only ſtand untouch*d, tho? in high Em- 
ployments under them all ; but that it may 
be ſaid of him, that he was in the turn and 
return of his Fortune In and Our with 


them all, always made himſelf be Courted 7 


and deſir'd by all Parties, had it always 
in his power to come In when he was 
- Our, 


(57 


f | bor, and genorally put himſelf Our, when 
— he was I. 
d | 8 I believe not only the general knowledge 
ol his Contemporaries in the Adminiſtra- | 
4 tion, but the publick Hiſtory of Things, 
will confirm this account of him in gene- 
ral, and theſe Memoirs will put it out of 
1 doubt, and effectually juſtify it by the Par- 
ticulars. Beſides, we are not now read- 
ing, nor am I writing on a Subject tranſ- 
ZaGted at the diſtance of many Ages, as 
moſt Hiſtorians do, who rather collect what 
d has formerly been written, than write 
t from the knowledge of Things. But TI am 


i- to write of Things tranſacted in our view, 
is and in the Days which we have conſtant- 


ly in Memory, Affairs of yeſterday ; nay, 
if I may ſpeak in the Language of the 
e Times, of to day; Things, in which, if 


Sa” 7 
© "ow Ep 


r 3 wrong repreſented, the Town is full of Li- | 
s & ving Teſtimonies to confute, and which, 
t however ſecret to ſome, yet cannot want 
I ocker to anſwer them, if wrong. 

- This Relation will neither willingly injure 
1 4 the Dead, or the Living; and if the 


Author ſhould in any thing miſtake, 

g*: have been miſ- inform'd by others, thoſe 

that know more, which however perhaps are 

not many, may ſet it to rights, by giving 4 
truer Account if they can. 


5 1 B 3 | | He 
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He became Earl of Shremsbury in the | 
\Year 1667, being then a Minor, and un- 
der Age, by the unfortunate Death of his 
Father, who died of the Wounds receiv'd 
in a Duel fought on a ſtill more unfortu- 
nate Occaſion, with the Duke of BS. 
ham at Barn-Elms ; the particular OEgaſion | 
I bury in Silence, except that it was ne- 
ceſſary juſt to mention it, for the introdu- 
cing the Perſon I am to mention into the 
Buſineſs of the World. 5 
While he was yet a Minor, he ſign'd 
with his Brother, that memorable Petition 
to King Charles, and to the Peers, againft 
the Duke of Buck122ham, touching ſmartly 
upon his ſcandalous Behaviour, and bitter- 
ly complaining, how, after having baſely * 
murther'd their Facher, he continu'd to 
load the Noble Family of Talbot with re- 
proach, by an infamous detaining (as the 
Cauſe repretented it) their Mother by vi- 
olence ; The noble Succeſſors to the Honour #7 
and Family of the Shrewsburys being yet 
Infants, and not able to do themlelves Ju- 
ſtice upon the Perſon who had fo notori- 
ouſlv injur'd them. 1 
All this dime, and till the Year 1679, 
the young Earl of Shrewsbury was Popiſh, 
as Was alſo his Brother; but upon the di- 
covery of the Popiſh Plot, and the de- 
tecting the Popiſh Party in ſuch notorious 
and abhorr'd Combinations as thoſe of 
| Aſſaſſina- 


; to - 0 
e Aſſaſſination, Maſſacre, and various bloody 
. practices, they both profeſs'd themſelves 
is @ Proteſtants, and openly renounc'd the Er- 


1 rors and Principles of the Church of Rome, 
as did alſo the late Duke of Norfolk at the 
ſame time, and ſeveral other Perſons of 


8 

great Rank among the Nobility. 5 
Ihe Popiſh Party, provok'd to the higheſt 
J. degree at this Change, turn'd upon them 


with great fury, and ſome Pointed things 
were written by Father ———Jeſuit, in 
derogat ion of the Earl's Conduct, and Per- 
n ſonally injurious to himſelf and Family; 
& which however he prudently took no no- 
© tice of, ſeeing at that time the Scene be- 
gan to alter at Court, and the Intereſt 
= which was ſunk ſo much by the diſcovery 
of the Plot began to recover it ſelf, as the 
reputation of the Plot it ſelf fell off. This 
Vas about the time that the Duke of Mon- 
mouth was baniſh'd from Court, and the 
Whigs loft their Intereſt for a Time. 
If the young Earl diſappear'd at that 
time, it was a Teſtimony of his Prudence, 
and yet more of his good Conduct between 
the Parties; that tho? he could by no means 
fall in with the high Party, that then was 
to run down the Plot, and to raze the belief 
of it out of the Minds of the common People, 
yet he took care not to be ſo active in the 
other Extreme, as to mark himſelf out 
for the revenge of that Popiſh Party, who 
he knew were not only implacable in them- 
B 4 ſelves, 
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their Friends, who had the indiſcretion to 


Ta © 
ſelves, but made more ſo at that time, by il 
the diſgrace they had met with in the Per. 
ſon of the Duke of York, who had been 
oblig'd to quit the Court, and fly into 
Scotland; as alſo by the Execution of ſo 


many of their Friends and Inſtruments, x 
who, to the number of about three and 
twenty, had been Executed on account of 
the Plot. | 7 _ 


The Earl, I ſay, retir'd himſelf during 
thoſe Heats, and appearing as it were un- 
concern'd other than as a private Noble- 7 
man, carefully ſhun'd embarking with the 
Duke of Monmouth and his Party at Court, 


as what he foreiaw would inevitably em- 


broil him with the Duke of York and his 
Party, with whom he was not in the beſt ” 
terms before ; and yer neither did he engage 
at all with the Duke's Party, as being con- 
trary to his inclination, and to the new | 
Principles which he had ſo lately embra- 
ced. | 3 

This happy Neutrality, as I obſery*d be- 
fore, kept him from being a mark*d Man in 


938 
7 


the reſt of that Reign, and by conſequence, 
from the Miſchiefs which ſoon after befel 
not the Duke of Monmouth's particular A- 


gents only at Court, but drew in almoſt all 


] ', ; 


go into meaſures with them, who gene- 
rally fell under that calamitous Buſineſs _ 
ol the Rye-Houſe-Plot, and either by the 5 

8 | 5 rea! 
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real or imaginary guilt of jt, were all 
brought to the Scaffold, or the Gallows. 
Alfter King James came to the Crown, 
the Earl ſeem'd to appear warm in the 
Intereſt which was then riſing, and the 
Friends of the new Government thought 
him too riſing a Genius to ſlip out of 
their obſervation ; not doubting to engage 
him wholly in the Intereſt and the De- 
ſigns which were then on foot, if not 
to bring him back to the Roman Church, 
from which he had broken off in the pre- 
coeeding Reign. In order to this, the Mi- 
niſters complimented and careſt him at an 
uncommon rate, and he had the Honour 
to carry the Sword called the Curtana, at 
the Coronation of the King, and ſome 
time after this had a Regiment of Horſe 
given him alſo. Some time after he was 
made Lord Chamberlain, of which here- 
after. It was obſerv'd, that he approv'd 
the Civil Employment rather than the Mi- 
litary; tho' he held neither long, yet he 
appear*d rather inclin'd to the Court Life, 

than that of the Field, as we ſhall ſee. 
However, for ſome time he poſleſs'd 
both, and went on very well, eſpecially 
till the next Year after the Expedition of 
the Duke of Monmouth had miſcarried. 
But beginning about thar time to ſee far- 
ther into things, and to diſlike the more, 
the more he enquir'd; he began * to 
| alter 


= Tel 


alter his Conduct, to appear leſs in the 


Councils of the Time, and in a word, 


kept himſelf entirely upon the reſerve. 
Not that he was at a loſs what part to 


take, as that he ſaw they were going a 


way to work which would firſt or laſt 


embroil the King and the Parliament to- 
gether, and perhaps the whole Nation; 
yet he was far from engaging in the Party 


of the Duke of Monmouth, who puſh'd at the 
ſetting himſelf up upon the Throne, and 


puſh'd at it by Methods ſo deſperate, and 
unlikely to ſucceed, as that altho* he was 


no Friend to King James's Politicks, who 


it was evident aim'd at bringing in Popery, 
by Methods equally raſh in their degrees, 


et he had too much Wiſdom to hazard 
is Fortunes on a Project which, as on the 
one hand, he did nor ſecretly favour, ſo 
an the other hand, he found was not e- 


| qually able to ſupport it ſelf, and was de- 


itute of all other Support, except what 
was built upon the humour of the Times, 
and the affection of the common People; 
who tho? as it appear'd they were more 
violent, and more generally attach'd to his 


7 


ntereſt, than could be expected from a 


meer Mob; yet were not in a Condition to 
make reſiſtance againſt a regular Body of 
Men, and a Power rivited in the Throne, 
by the Legal Authority, ſupported by the 


Legiſlature, and poſſeſs'd of the * 
Is E 


. 

of the Kingdom; and nhough it is true, 
the Duke of Monmouth, carried the Point 
further, by the meer Popularity of his 


\ Perſon, and the Affection of the People to 


him, than it was rational to expect; yet 
the firſt Appearances of his Deſign were 
not really ſuch, as that any wiſe Man could 
be brought into them upon the common 
Views of Succeſs. „ | 
The Earl having thus eſcaped the two 
main Articles, in which the Whigs 'of 
that Day ſo eminently miſcarried, (viz.) 
the Rye-Houſe Plot, and the Monmceuth Ex- 


pedition; appeared in publick at Court, 


for about three Quarters of a Year; but 
found himſelf not only unacceptable, but 
_ uneaſy at what was then carrying on; 


and which he was not lung in reſolving 
to have no Hand in; or at leaſt, not to 
embark in with that Zeal and Activity 
which the Court expected: As to his be- 
ing unacceptable, the King himſelf indeed 
ſhewed him ſeveral Marks of his Favour, 
and, as we might call it in a meaner Perſon, 
even courted him on every Occaſion : Nay, 
the King was frequently ſeen to ſhew the 
Ear! Marks of a Perſonal Diſtinction, 
and ſeemed to take Delight in his Appea- 
rance at Court. | 5555 
The Earl was too mannerly a Perſon 
not to receive this with all the Duty and 


DPDeſference that became him; but yer as 


the re 


Court not ſo agreeable as it might other- 
wiſe have been, ſo it gave him ſeveral 
little Diſguſts, which however the particular 
Kindneſs which the King ſhewed him up- 
on all Occaſions, gave him no Room to 
diſcover. Do by 
On the other Hand, as he behav'd with 
a viſible Indifference in the Caſes wherein 
Things were carried ſecretly, the ſame 
Diffidence which the Managers of Things 
diſcovered towards him increaſed every 
Day; and as his Indifference might be ſaid 
to occaſion the Reſerves which they uſed 
on his Account; ſo thoſe Reſerves natu- 


rally increaſed his Coldneſs and Indifference; | 


till at length a particular Paſſage which 


happened between the King and the Earl 


put an End to all the good Underſtanding 
which was among them before, and cauſ- 


ed the Earl the eaſier to entertain Notions ” 
of another Kind, and to embark more 


avowedly in what followed. 


The great Intereſt and open Appea- 
rance of the Romiſh Clergy at Court, gave 


the Earl, as well as almoſt all the reſt of 
the Proteſtant Nobility, great Diſguſt; it 
is abſolutely needleſs to enter into the par- 
ticular; all the Hiſtories of King James's 
Reign are full of it : *Twas the Beginning 


of the Revolution ; *twas the Reaſon of 


the 


©. ca 
there were ſeveral other Things which 
' ſhocked him, and made his Appearance at 
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te general DefeQion of the Nobility and 
2 Gentry throughout the whole Kingdom, 
and it irritated many againſt the Admini- 
' tration, who had neither the Senſe of 
Liberty or of Religion in their View, but 
purſued the Reſentment conceived at the 
Inſolence of the Prieſts and Papiſts at 
Court; nay, even ſome, who were Roman 
Catholicłs themſelves, and conſequently 
= wiſhed: well to the King's Deligns, in Fa- 
vour of the Romiſh Church, yet abhorred fo 
much the Government by Prieſts, that they 
were intirely diſguſted at it, and left the 
Cd Court. 1 | 1 42v1 iti Sharm 131 
Ihe Earl had, among the reſt, diſcover- 
ed ſome Diſlike ; however he ſtrove to let 
; his Beha viqur appear as à mere Courtier, 
and like a Man of Pleaſure, who concerned 
| himſelf neither one Way or other in Bu- 
ſineſs: But it was no Wonder that as 
this was a Kind of ſilent Condition, which, 
3 in a Court fo wholly embarked in the In- 
> \Ftrigues of State, and in the bandying of one 
Side againſt another, could be ſcarce poſſi- 
ble to be carried on; ſo the Popiſh Party 
took it to be a dangerous Thing to admit @ 
any Perſon of bis Figure to he received with 
Diſtinction by the King, and yet pretend 
to a Kind of Neutrality, which they un- 
Aerſtood to be a Deſign by a pretended 
Indolence, as to all Manner of Buſineſs, 
of do make himſelf as a Spy at Court. = 11 
8 his 


ſaid, offer'd to have ſent him on ſome very 


[14] 

This they repreſented to the King as 
dangerous to all his Meaſures, and eaſily 
brought his Majeſty to conclude, that either 
he muſt make the Earl his own, or not 
his own; that either he muſt engage him 
effoctualiy, or alter his Conduct to him, 
and let Rn: ſee that the Favour of the 


Sovereign was not to be returned with a 


Time when the Publick Affairs called for 
the Application of all his Friends: Upon 
ning the King took him aſide one Even- 

and retiring with him into the Clo- 
ſr made him ſeveral very kind Propoſals 
of Service; and in particular, as it was 


Behaviour entirely unſerviceable, at a 


honourable: Embaſſy Abroad; whether 
that of Rome to the Pope, which the Bart 
of Caſtlemain was afterwards imployed in, 
was one of them, I will not affirm; but 
after ſome Diſcourſes in Sense. wherein 
the King ſaid ſome very obliging Things 
to him, Whether he found a ſuitable Re- 
turn or not, is not ſo much the Caſe; but 
it ſeems the King appeared to ſpeak with 3 
more Plainneſs than the Earl, or than he 
thought che Earl did; and after ſome Time 


told the Earl, that he thought he was 4 


more hearty in his Intereſt, than he ſeem- 1 
ed to be; and this, ſa ys his Majeſty, is 
the Reaſon, I believe, why other People, 


have not ſo good an Opinion of you, Tord 
Lord, * 


t 


| Lord, as 1 1 The Earl could not be 
| ſo weak a Man, as not to ſee that there 
Was ſomething very obliging in this, on 
the King's Part eſpecially; as it diſcovered 
4 to him that he had gotten but a ſlender 
Footing in the good Graces of the- Mint. 
ſtry, and therefore he could not aveid 4 
Return ſo natural, as that of telling his 
1 NMaſeſty, that his Happineſs in having ſuch 
an Intereſt in his Maſeſty's good Opinion, 
4 was more than a ſufficient Ballance to the . 
Misfortune which he had, not to be ſo 
„el with other People; and that he = 
no Reaſon to be concerned at any Thi 
while his Majeſty was fo good to him, 5 
do tell him, he Was ſatisfied in his Fidetiry - 
What it was the King offered farther/to him, 
ct to remove him out of that State of Ind6- 
gence, which he ſeemed to have choſen, 
A know not directly; but we ſaw him ſoon 
in After this made Lord'Chamberlain,as'ab6ve ; 
195 fand then the King made no: Queſtion, bur 
he had thoroughly engaged him, and that 
he was now his own, and conſequently, 
that any Drudgery might be impoſed up- 
gon him; and fo ſeemed to leave him to the 
1 iniltry, to employ him in the Intereſt 
which was then ene 0 they thought 


is i However, even in this Poſt, whether 
ople rom a Native Averſion to engaging in 
m Buſineſs, _ which we have ſince fers Reaſon 


” 
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Favours he had received, and to the Di- 


in his Maſter's Opinion again; and per. 


„ 
to believe, from a Diſlike of the Agents 
employed, and at laſt of the Buſineſs it ſelf, 
the Earl appeared ſo backward to every 
Thing which offered, and kept himſelf ſo 
much upon the Reſerve at Court, and, at 
laſt, ſo evidently diſcovered his Diſlike of 


the Meaſures, that it was not long before 


the King began to cool to him, and to 
carry it as to one, Who his Majeſty thought 
did not make a ſuitable Return to the ; 


ſtinction he had been treated with 
This, though it was nothing but what 


he had Reaſon to expect, and he had too 
much Penetration not to know that it 
would come to ſomething like it at laſt; 


yet it was not ſo agreeable to him at firſt 
as it might be expected; and he ſeemed; 
for a while as if he was reſolved, if poſſible, 


to regain his Intereſt in the King by a 


more aſſiduous Behaviour, and by a more 


open and frank appearing in his Intereſt; 
and the King began to diſcover alſo, that 
the ſecret Inclination he had to make him 


his own, was able to make him paſs over 
all the. Prejudice he had received againſt 


him; and the Earl began to ſtand fait 
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haps, had he puſh'd it, would have 


maſtered all the Oppoſition he could have 


met with from his Enemies, and that in: 
very little Time. _ 
Bu 


br 
3 
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But three things conſpir'd to give a 
compleat turn to all 'this, and to throw 
him at once out of the Court, and into the 
Arms of the contrary Intereſt, which was 
dt that time forming another way; and 
which are very remarkable, as they 
join'd in the ſame End by ways and means 
ſeoo different from one another. For, 1. 
The averſion Which the Prieſts and the 
bother ſecret Managers had conceiv'd a- 
> > gainſt his Conduct, viſibly alienated the 
* "> King from him, working privately againſt 
'- = him; anda ſecond time he ſaw his Majeſty 
at Jook with a quite differing Aſpect upon him, 
00 from what he had formerly done; that he 
it Was no more careſs'd or favour'd as he 
ſt; had been, but rather neglected and ſlighted 
It in a manner, that not only himſelf, but 
ed even the whole Court, took notice of. On 
ple, the other hand, 2. the Affair of the Queen's 


7 32 Groſſefs, as it was then call'd, or appear- 
ore ing with Child; which it ſeems he believ'd 
eſt; nothing of, at leaſt at firſt; and lik'd no- 

thing of at laſt; ſhockt him in his Opi- 
nion, both of the whole Court, and of their 


N 
=> 
N 
* 
5 
St 


= tolerable degree of Charity for them ; and, 


= Deſigns; and gave him ſuch Ideas of them, 
in ſhort, had not patience in, or reſtraint e- 
nough over his reſent ments, to conceal them 


inſt and of what was yet to be expected from 
fait them, that he never after entertain'd any 
in? entirely even from the Court it ſelf. Add 


1 
to this, thirdly, that theſe Things being 
puſh'd on by the Court to that extreme 
which we all know of, occaſioning like re- 
ſentments in others of the Nobility, and 
the Earl having been obſerv'd to be as cha- 
erin as they, it was not poſſible they 
{ſhould long continue in that Circumſtance, |: 
without communicating their Meaſures; * 
which, in a word, iſſued in that famous 
Scheme for an application to the Prince of 
Orange, which was ſaid to be laid about 
this time by the then Mr. Wharton, 
and two or three more ; who beginning 
now to puſh it forward, the coldneſs of 
the Court-party to this Earl, prepar'd him 
effectually to receive the firſt impreſſion 
of that Affair, and fo to embark with the 
more willingnels, and readineſs; and this þ 
he did, not only as early almoſt as any of 
the reſt, thoſe above excepted ; but with 
equal Zeal, and perhaps more Vigor; for | 
he not only Embark'd, as many others 
did, by ſigning the Inſtrument for Invi- 
ting over the Prince of Orange, but made 
himſelf more a Principal in it than ordinary, 
and laying down his public Employents, he 
let the King know that he reſoſv'd to Tra- 
vel, and prepar'd for his Voyage, by railing a | 


2 


good ſum of Mony (r 2000.) upon his Eſtate, 
which he remitted to the Bank of Amſter- © 
dam, and ſoon aſter went over, on Pretence | 
| 5 4 
alt 


hi Hes 
of Travelling to Holland, and preſented 
his Service to the Prince of Orange, in an 
extraordinary manner. b 
But this was not all; the Earl, as he was 
in the very firſt of that momentous Se- 
cret, ſo was he entruſted, together with 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſome o- 


cher eminent Perſons, with the keeping the 


'2 > Liſt or Roll of thoſe Names who entred 


into the ſolemn Engagement with the 


Prince of Orange, under their Hands; and 
Which was ſign'd as an affurance to the 


Prince that they would not fail him in 
the Enterprize, tho? at the expence of 
their Fortunes; and a for their Lives, the 
very ſetting their Hands to ſuch a Writing, 
| was hazard ſufficient to teſtifie that they 
were in Earneſt in what they were do- 
ing. „ 1 | 
It was to carry over and preſent this In- 
+ ftrument or Engagement which the Earl 
had been fo forward in the promoting, 
that he went over to Holland; and as he 
had more openly appear'd in it here than 
any, or at leaſt than many ; he had more 
reaſon than every one had, to deſire to be 
out of the reach of thofe People, who, he 
could eaſily ſee, ow'd him all thoſe ill turns 
= which a long ſmother'd Reſentment could 
prompt them to. 5 
Ia the Capacity which he appear'd in 
to the Prince of Orange, he laid the Foun- 
; C 2 dation 
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dation of the Prince's reſpe&t to him, 
which afterwards continued, and was ſo 
well cultivated by him, as to be the means 
of making him very uſeful to his Country 
on many Occaſions ; the Prince found not 
only that he had Intereſt and Reputation 
enough among the Principal Men in Eug-— 


land, to cauſe him to be truſted with fo 


important a Secret, but found in a little 
time, by converſing with him, that 


he had a Temper and Genius equal to the 


Deſign, and ſufficient to recommend him 
to ſuch a confidence; that he was Maſter 


of himſelf, had the Gift of Retention, 


was Wiſe, Faithful, Sagacious, and had a 
Judgment ſeaſon'd by juſt Obſervations, 


and Experience, above his Years; not 


eafie to be impoſed upon, and not confu- 


ſed in the moſt apparent hurry of Thought; 
a Head clear and ſedate, a ſtrong Imagi- 


nation, capable of the molt Important Re- + 
ſolutions, and building them upon right 


Concluſions from the Circumſtances of 


the Times. . 
The Prince himſelf, a Man of Council 
enterprizing enough, but wary in delibe- 
rating, encloſed himſelf frequently with. 
this Earl in the moſt retir'd manner; to 
weigh and conſider effectually every Part 
and Branch of that extraordinary Under- 
taking; and it was not a little that his 
Highneſs depended upon the Accounts 
| Sven 


Js 
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given him, and the Inferences drawn by 
that Earl's Judgment in theſe interviews. 
Here the Earl had, by his Correſpon- 
dehce in Englazd, opportunity not only to 
confirm the Prince, to whom he had an 


ceeaſie, and indeed very intimate acceſs, in 


the Reſolutions which he had taken; but 

to encourage and encreaſe the Engage- 

ments in England; till at laſt they were 
brought to be ſo conſiderable, as to put the 
Prince out of all doubt of the ſucceſs fo 
his Undertaking; as on the other hand, 
His Preparations and the ſtrength he re- 
ſolv'd to bring with him, put them paſt 
the fear of Miſcarriage ; and this was that 
which made the Friends of that Deſign fo 
boldly own it, even before it came to be 
put in Execution, and fo univerſally joyn 
in with it when it did. 


It would be roo long a Story, and 
rj ſound too much of Panegyrick, if I ſhould 


go to intermix with theſe Memoirs all the 


ſecret Negotiations, or fo much of them 


as have come to my Hands, of thoſe Nego- 
tiations of the Earl, while he was with 
the Prince of Orange on that occaſion. The 
length of what remains of his Conduct, in 
Affairs equally momentous, and perhaps 
more pleaſing to our preſent Curioſity, 
| forbids dwelling too long here. 

It is ſufficient to cloſe this Part, by ta- 
king notice that his Lordſhip came over 
2d | „ 3 With 
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with the Prince in his great Expedition, 


was with him in all the Councils and 
Meaſures taken in the purſuit of it, and 
was diſtinguiſh'd preſently by the great 
Truſts and Poſts, Honours and Advanta- 
ges heap'd upon him by that wiſe Prince, - 
afrer he came to be King of Great Bri- 
Fan. | 

Neither is it needful to mention with 
more remark than ordinary, the Service this 
noble Perſon did in the Houſe of Peers, 
when thoſe memorable Articles of the Ab- 


dlication of King James, the declaring the 


Throne vacant, and filling it up with the 
Perſons of King WILLIAM and Queen 
MARY, and the Settlement or Entail of 
the Crown, with its Limitations and Re- 
mainders, were encounter'd with; Or 
the ſtruggles of ſome Noblemen againſt . 
it, who yet had been as warm for the 
Expedition of the Prince as any, but heſi- 
rated at the making the great Work effe- 
Ctual ; ſeeming to be willing to accept of 
inſuffieient Securities for the preſerving 
thoſe Liberties, which they had gone ſo 
far to reſcue from the hazard they were in; 
or willing to truſt the Intereſt of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, ſtill in Popiſh Hands, 
cho? it had coſt ſo much already to pre- 
vent its being deſtroy'd. | 
But not to take up the time with Refic- 
tions, the Earl of Shrewsbary was among 


the 


8 
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the number of thoſe, who ſaw with othe 
Eyes, and who having ventur'd Life and 
Eſtate in a hazardous Undertaking, for the 
Liberties of their Country, did not put ſo 
= flight a value upon thoſe Hazards, or 
thoſe Liberties, as to leave them precari- 


ous and unſecur'd in the keeping of the 


fame Perſons who had expos'd and be- 
tray'd them before. FL. 
And tho? I am not to run out here in 
Panegyrick, upon the Perſon, or upon the 
Actions of the Earl, but rather to confine 
my ſelf to Hiſtory, according to the firſt 
Deſign ; yet it is needful to mention here, 
that the change the Earl had made from 
Popery in his younger days, ſhew'd now 
to be firmer grounded than fome Peo- 
ple ſuggeſted. And had they done him 
Juſtice, in reflecting upon the ſteadineſs 
with which he oppoſed the Popiſh Intereſt 
in the Reign of King James, and parti- 


cularly the vigor with which he oppos'd 


thoſe who were for carrying us back into 
Popiſn Hands, in the very beginning of the 
Revolution, and the Zeal he ſhew'd for 
the firm Eſtabliſhing and Securing the 
Proteſtant Intereſt in the Perſon and Go- 
vernment of King William: I ſay, had 
they done him Juſtice in the remembrance 
of theſe things, they would not to eaſily 
have reported or entertain'd the belief of 
his being reconciPd to the Church of 
E A; Rome, 


7 
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Rome, only becauſe he travelled into LA 
or becauſe he married an Italian Dotcheſß 
Things in no Degree equal to the firm 
embracing of Proteſtant Principles, and 
to the Attachment to their Intereſt, which 
he had diſcovered fo evidently before. 

We ſaw him therefore the ſame Man at 
his Return, and I take this Occaſion to 
mention it, to do him Juſtice in that Par- 
ticular ; That his Grace, for he was then 4 
Dale, as openly and avowedly profeſſed 
himſelf a Proteſtant at his Return from 
Ttaly, as he had done before, and continued 
ſo to the laſt; but of this J ſhall have Oc- 
caſion to ſay more in its Place. 

King William, for he was now declared, 
no ſooner came to make a Judgment o 
Men, and to acquaint himſelf with the 
Characters of the Nobility, and Men of 
Buſineſs about him, and by whoſe Miniſtry 
he was for the future to direct his molt | 
weighty Affairs; But he found, that com- 


mon Fame agreed with his own Judgment, 


in recommending the Earl of Shrewsbur 
to his moſt intimate Councils and Confi- 
dence: And accordingly he was the Man, 
for ſome Time, with whom his Majeſty 
communicated ſome of the moſt ſecret 
Meaſures both of Government at Home, 
and Kances Abroad. 


Te] 


It was at the Beginning of theſe Things, 


and when the King came firſt to the Ad- 


_ . miniſtration, that ſome buſy People took 


upon them to preſs the King in the Article 


of the Birth of the Prince of Wales; ſo the 


Peretender was then called, alledging that his 
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9 8 Majeſty Was obliged to lay that Matter be- 
fore the Parliament, according to the expreſs 
Words of his Declaration, as follows, (viz.) 


© But to crown all: There are great 
and violent Preſumptions inducing us 
to believe, that thoſe evil Counſellors, 
in order to the carrying on of their ill 
Deſigns, and to the gaining to themſelves 
the more Time for the effecting of them, 
for the encouraging of their Complices, 
and for the diſcouraging of al] good Sub- 
jects, have publiſhed that the Queen 
hath brought a Son; tho' there have 


appeared, both during the Queen's pre- 


tended Bigneſs, and in the Manner in 
which the Birth was managed, ſo many 
juit and viſible Grounds of Suſpicion, 
that not only we our ſelves, but all the 


good Subjects of theſe Kingdoms, do've- 


hemently ſuſpect, that the pretended 
Prince of Wales was not born by the 
Quten; and it is notoriouſly known to 


all the World, that rnany both doubted 


of the Queen's Bigneſs, and of the Birth 
of the Child; and yet there was not any 
| —  _ 
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one I hing done to fatisfy them, or to 
put an End to their Doubts. 

And ſince our deareſt and 0 en- 
tirely beloved Conſort the Princeſs, and 
likewiſe we our ſelves, have ſo great 
an Intereſt in this Matter, and ſuch a 
Right as all the World knows to the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown; ſince alſo that the 


Engliſb in the Year 167 2; When the States- 


General of the United-Provinces were 
invaded in a moſt unjuſt War, uſed their 
utmoſt Endeavours to put an End to 
that War; and that in Oppoſition to 
thoſe who were then in the Government; 
and by their ſo doing, they run the Ha- 
zard of loſing both the Favour of the 
Court, and their Imployments; and 


ſince the Exgliſo Nation has ever teſti- 


fied a moſt particular Affection and E- 
ſteem, both to our deareſt Conſort the 
Princeſs, and to our ſelves; we cannot 
excuſe our ſelves from cſpouſing their 
Intereſts. 

This is the firſt Part of the Declaration, 


where the Birth, Cc. is mentioned; after 
which follows other Articles not to the 
preſent Purpoſe, about the Freedom of 
Parliament, and then follows theſe Words: 
To tits tie we will alfo refer the En- 
quiry into the Birth of the pretended Prince 
of Wales, aud of all Things relating to Its 
aud to the Rg . Succeſſion, : 


1 he 


— 
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The Farl, who was at that Time 1n all the 
moſt ſecret Councils of the Government, 
was the firſt who inſiſted in the Debate 
of this Matter, that the Article of the De- 
claration could not bear any ſuch Con- 
ſtruction; he told them, that it was not 
the King's Buſineſs to mention any Thing 
about it; but that his Majeſty having 
fairly referred it to the Parliament in his 
Declaration, had no more ito do but to 
ſtand by his Declaration, and leave it to 


their Determination, whenever the Par- 


liament ſhould enter upon it, or any one 
_ elſe ſhould demand them to enquire into 


it: That King James, by his Abdication, 


had declin'd the Offer; that the Prince of 
Orange was here upon the Spot, ready to 


make good every Article of his Declara- 


[4 


1 


tion; ready to anſwer in the Terms of 
his Declaration to every Pretence ; that 
King James by going away had confeſſed 
the Charge, and declined the Reference; 
that if any one in his Name, or in the 
Name of the Infant, demanded an En- 
quiry into the Suſpicions, &c. the Parlia- 
ment was fitting, and would no doubt 
do them Juſtice: That the Prince's De- 
. Claration openly laid down the Caſe, not 
© affirming that the Birth was ſpurious, bur 
that there were juſt Suſpicions ; that it 
lay upon his Highneſs to do nothing but 
Mew the Grounds of Suſpicion, of _ 

| the 
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the Parliament was to be the Judge; and 


that this he was ready to do: But that 


it lay upon King James to prove the Affir- 
mative, Which he had declined by going 
away: And as to the Proofs which had 
been pretended to, and publiſhed during 
the late King James's being here, they 
were to be judged of whenever they were 
brought before the Houſe in a Parlia men- 
tary Way; but as they were not ſufficient 
to remove theSuſpicions above-mentioned in 
the Declaration, ſo it could not be deter- 
mined but in Parliament, to which King 


Milliam was ready at all Times to refer it; 


but was not at all concerned to call upon 
the Houſe to enter upon the Enquiry, 
till an Appellant ſhould be produced, in 
whoſe Name or Behalf, the Enquiry might 
freely be made at any Time: And that 


in the mean Time, the Entail of the 


Crown had no Relation to that Enquiry, 
all that Part having turned upon another 
Head, (v:z.) that of the Abdication; a 


Point too long to be entred upon here, 


and alſo not at all to the Caſe. 

Theſe Arguments were ſo juſt, and fo 
well approved, that there was not one 
Objection brought againſt them by any of 


the Council; neither could the other Par- 
ty deny, but that the Prince of Orange's 
Declaration was fully anſwered and made 


good, ſceing the Settlement of the Crown 
Was 


1290 


was not founded on the Queſtion, whether 


the Perſon, who King James called his 


Son, was legitimate or not; but upon the 
Forfeiture of the Father, and upon the 
undoubted Right of the Parliament of 
England to limit the Succeſſion of the 
Crown. 6 3 | 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader ſo much 
as to enter into the long Rapſody of im- 
pertinent Scribble, brought upon the Stage 
by that eminent Creature William Fuller, 
on Account of the Birth of the Prince of 
Wales; in which nothing relating to the 
Purpoſe in Hand is found, except that the 
Perſon of the Duke of Shrewsbary 1s pre- 


| tended to be concerned. | | 


1 


The ſcandalous Character of the Writer 
of this Thing, permits me to ſay no more 
than this, that having applied himſelf to 


the Duke, then Secretary of State, with bold 


Aſſertions of being able to make uncom- - 
mon Diſcoveries; his Grace gave Ear fo 
far to him as Miniſters of State always 
do, and ought to do, to the worſt and 
meaneſt People who apply to them ; as to 
give them Room to make good their Pre- 
tenſions if they could, and afterwards dif- 
miſſed him as an Impoſtor, and as one who 
had nothing to recommend his Preten- 
ſions, but an unparallell'd Front, and an 
Importunity not to be born with. 


All 


E 


All the encouragement pretended to be 

wen this Fuller by the Duke, is anſwered 

fully upon this foot; that as it is the Wiſ- 

dom of a Miniſter of State to ſee with as 
many Eyes as they can, ſo their Ears are 
neceſſarily open to innumerable Imperti- 
nencies, and to the pretences of every 

Cheat, who have Impudence enough to 

think they can make their advantage of 

the deſire which public Miniſters have of 

diſcovering the Intrigues of the Govern- | 
ments Enemies. But all the pretences of 

this wretched Creature ended in his own | 

Misfortunes; and the Duke of Shrewsbury ' | 

appear'd to be no otherwiſe concern'd | 

in it than as above, except what relief the 
importunity of Fuller's miſeries might at 

any time extort from his Grace's Charity, 

which yet the Man had afſurance enough 

to take, and boaſt of as a reward for Se- 

cret Services; which, it is well known, it 

was utterly impoſſible for him to perform. 

This is all I ſee needful to ſay of this 

Affair, and which the Injury done the 

Duke, by being fo much as nam'd in ſuch 

1 an infamous Perſon's pretended Informa- 

* tions and Diſcoveries, extorts from me, in 

it juſtice to his Memory; the {ſum of which 

. is this, that as Fuller never was able to 

5 make any ſignificant Diſcoveries, much 

leſs what he had pretended to in the At- 

fair of the Birth of the Pretender; to the 
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= his Majeſty's choice doubled the Character 
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part the Duke took in that Affair, a- 
mounted to no more than this, (vir. ) to 


find out whether he could, or no, and en- 


tirely to abandon him to Juſtice and his 


own Demerits, when he found him a 
Cheat. But to go back to the Earls firft 
appearances- in public Bufineſs, the King, 
as I have obſerv'd, having ſingled him out 
for his Councils and Confidence in the niceſt 
Affairs of the Government, employ*d his 
Lordſhip rather in his private Capacity, 


than otherwiſe for ſome time; in which 


time he was in effect even more than a 
Miniſter of State. But, after this, as 1 
have ſaid, the King being much abroad, 
and the Earl not affecting Military Employ- 
ment, he could not be then ſo near the King 
in the immediate diſpatch of Bufineſs, as he 
was afterwards. But the King, who was a 
perfect but deliberate Judge of Men of 
Merit, finding his Lordſhip's Capacity and 
Fidelity fully to anſwer all that he deſir'd, 


or could expect in a Miniſter of State, as 


foon as things began to ſettle, and as 1 
have faid, his Majeſty had time to make a 
judgment of Men, declar'd him Secretary 


of State; and Privy-Councellor. He was 


after this loaded with accumulated Ho- 


nours by that great Prince; and the 


King being known, as I have faid be- 
fore, to be ſo perfect a Judge of Merit, 


ot 
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TD. 
ef the Perſons fo Honour'd by his royal 


Teſtimonial to their Merit, he was then 


firſt, as is ſaid, made Secretary of State, and 


in conſequence of that, made Privy-Coun- 


cellor; after this he had the Honour of 
being made Duke of Shrewsbary, and had the 
Garter added to it. This was in the be- 
ginning of April, 1694. Of all which I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak again in their Or- 
der. Po EE 
He is now Duke of Shrewsbary, and as 
ſuch, I muſt now treat him in Stile; his 
Grace continu'd in publick Buſineſs for a- 
bout five Years, moſt of that time as Se- 
cretary of State; and if he had heen to re- 
main till the King had diſmiſs'd him by in- 


clination, 'tis very like he had continu'd ſo 


all that Prince's Reign. He was alſo en- 


truſted with the Regency of the King- | 


dom for three Years ſucceſſively, du- 
ring the King's abſence in H anders, being 
one of the Lords Juſtices for the Years 1695, 
1696, and 1697. that is to ſay, from the 
death of the Queen, to the concluſion of 
the War, and to the Peace of Ryſwick. 


But he grew chagrin and uncafie during 


the following Years, at ſome particular 
Management, not in the King himſelt, but 
among new Miniſters whica the King took 
in, with whom he jound he could not 
proceed in the publick Adminiſtration, ro 
his Satisfaction, as he had done before. 

: Y: It 


2A 


EY 


it was a vulgar Miſtake, which raiſed a 


rumour about that time, and occaſioned 
much Scandal, tho' very injurious to him, 
in reporting that he envy'd the Lord 
Hallifax, and others, who roſe every day 
in the King's Favour, that he aſpir'd to 

the Treafury ; or at leaſt to have been at 
the head of the management of the Trea- 
ſury. But it is molt true, that he oppos'd 
with warmth the ambition of every Man, 
who ſeem'd but to eſpouſe the miſchievous. 
cuſtom of Courts, taken in uſage in theſe 
late Ages, (viz.) of committing all Buſi- 


| neſs to the agency of a Prime Miniſter; 


which, it has been faid,is generally a Spice of 


\ Tyranny, and that of a worſe kind than the 


Tyranny of the Prince himſelf; for that in 


: particular, the Oppreſſions which Subjects 


bear from one another, are more inſupport- 


able, generally ſpeaking, than thoſe they bear 


from the Kings themſelves. Thus Cardi- 
nal Richlien was an abſolute unſufferable 
Tyrant, when Lewis XIII. under whom he 
carried on the adminiſtration of Affairs, 
Was a Prince naturally gentle and eaſie; 
and many other inſtances might be given 
from Hiſtory: It was the Duke's Opi- 


nion, that all things ſhould be manag'd 
in the ordinary courſe; that the King ſhould 


3 be the Agent to himſelf, be fully appriz'd of 
every ſtep which his Miniſters took, be Ma- 
ſter entirely of his ownCouncils;ati1 be leſt in- 


D | different 


cauſe, making every Article of the Admi- 


that theſe Principles were rivited in his 


with their favourites, or engroſs the Ad- 
miniſtration into their own Hands. 


ä 
different to judge for himſelf; except only 
in his Privy-Council, where every thing 
ſhould be fairly repreſented, and where 
every Member ſhould be allow'd to argue, 
adviſe, and humbly perſwade, as they ſaw 


niſtration, be the Act and Deed of the 
King and Council. I mention this the ra- 
ther, becauſe this Noble Perſon had an 
Occaſion, many Years after this, to ſhew 


Judgment, and that he thought it his 
Duty to inſiſt upon them on all Occaſions, 
where Parties or Perſons attempted to make 
a Property of their Prince, to beſiege him 


Theſe Principles being ſtrictly adhered } 


to by the Duke, occaſion'd ſome claſhings 


at Court, in which, among others, Myn- 
heer Bextinck, afterwards the Earl off 
Poland, the late Earl of Ha- -A, and 
ſome others, were not ſo well with the 
Duke as they were formerly; either that 
they really had ſuch views as he oppoſed, 
I mean of engroſſing the Adminiſtration, 8 
or that he believ'd they aim'd at it. And 
let it be which it will, for it needs not 
that I ſhould enter here into the Merits 
of the Caſe between them; but I ſay, let 
it be which it will, the Caſe is the ſame; # 
certain it is that the managing the public 

| AﬀairsÞ 


E393 
Affairs, without the interpoſition of Fa- 
vourites, has always been the moſt accept- 
able to the People of Exgland, and the 
moſt ſuitable to an uninterrupted courſe of 
the public Juſtice; and perhaps in the 
main, had been the beſt even for the Mi- 
niſters themſelves; who having a free ac- 


ees in all Cafes to the King, and Jaying 
- N. 

n every thing before him, are leſs liable to 
„the cenſures of the People, and to the Envy 
is and Intrigue of one another. DE. 
* It was no wonder to find that a Perſon 
, of the Duke's eminent Station, acting upon 


ge this Principle, ſhould be the ſubject of great 
diſguſt among the other Miniſters of State; 
d. And that this diſagreement ſhould end in 
| the removing ſome or other of them from 
Court; and th& his Intereſt with the 


_ King was ſuch, as that no body could 
Sf ſupplant him, yet the King alſo being not 
of ſd cxfily brought to diſlike the conduct of 


ſome others, who were deeply rooted 
in his Majeſty's Favour, the Duke at 


wy laſt, not able to carry his Point, thro? the 
od, difficulty of the Times, quitted all public 


Buſineſs ; retaining ſtill the Favour of, and 
| particular intereſt in his royal Maſter, 
whoſe Service he never declin'd, as occa- 


not : N 
vic lion preſented, and alſo whoſe countenance ' 
etl he never loft, as appear'd afterwards in 


many extraordinary Caſes, 


D 2 Kor 


1 4 
Nor do I lay any ſtreſs as to the King's 
articular Favour, upon the bare appoint» 
ing his Grace, as is before obſerv*d, to be one 
of the Lords Juſtices, the firſt time his 
Majeſty. went over to Holland, after the 
death of the Queen, and for three Years ' 
after. But the ſecret delight which the | 
King took on other occaſions, in commu- 
nicating the moſt weighty Affairs with the 
Duke, upon the greateſt Court Emergen- 
cies, was a particular demonſtration of | 
the confidence which the King put in the 
Duke; and theſe call Court Emergencies, | 
becauſe it was at this time that the ſeve- 
ral occaſions of diſpute which happen'd | 
among the Miniſters of State, laid the Foun- | 
dation of the innumerable Factions which 
embarras'd the Court all the remaining) 


RR VE ICT — — — — 
5 mmm. 0 1 1 * 8 
— 3 N <- N. „ „ Ie — — — —_ dd * = 
„ RTE _ : s . —— 1 b — 
0 A A e 12 N - - A : * Fg? " 4 * = 
= 1 — 8 > ay * * 
2 * as 2 boat: 3 «x 
< : . 2 mY — 
33 2 * 5 ? ©. 
N — b 


>= 


Pon _— A + he 4 In Pap IS 0 J 
K 2 - SO — = 4. — <4 . 1 bt _ * 
- . _ ; — > ok - * 2 
- N * * s 4 2 — —_— 5 


n ” - ” 
43 wats a road 49s 
A. SAG woo mal 
<< — 
[Ro . A 


+” Br, 
*. 
* rc * 
A 
— 


. 2 —_— . Oo 
* n 
oy 


; Reign of that Prince. ? 
: The King, who for ſome time was ſo 
vi attach'd to the Duke, that it rather brought 


the Envy, than the Friendſhip of other | 
| Miniſters upon him, was yet by the force 
of his own Affairs, ſo often oblig'd to 
[He change his Meaſures, and change his | 
1 Councils in the conduct of his Affairs, 
that it was next to impoſſible that the 

Duke, while he continued ſteady to his 
own Principles of management, ſhould at! 
the ſame time keep his Station in the 
thoughts of his Prince, who was at laſt 
oblig'd to go upon Methods contrary ” of 
2 all 
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all the Schemes the Duke had laid down 
© |& before. 
5 EZ The Duke himſelf was never ſo attach'd 
F to any of the Parties, as to be the Head or 
Leader on any Side, or to be the averſion 
© I and Enemy of either Side; but by a parti- 
'- W cular Conduct of his own, made himſelf 
© be always courted by either Party; at 
!- IR leaſt they always endeavour'd to be well 
o with the Duke, knowing the reputation of 
5 his Judgment went a great way, not with 
„the Parties only, but with the King alſo. 
y However, as the Duke ſaw the necceſ- 
ſity the King was in of Governing by Parties, 
25 and of keeping fair weather with his Cour- 


tiers, while the exigencies of the War, upon 
which his Thoughts were wholly bent, 
preſt him, and as the ſtrength of theſe 
Parties led this way, or that; he gra- 
dually drew out of Buſineſs, laid down all 
8 publick Employments, and ſhew'd a cold- 
neſs and indifference for publick Affairs, 
that has ſcarcely ever been imitated in a 
_ Perſon of his Figure, ſo much bred up in 
Buſineſs, and fo fitted for it. 

This ſtate of Indolence ſurpriz'd his 
Friends, and was very little underftood by 
the World; fome laid a mighty ſtreſs upon 
lit, and would have it be calPd 2 being out 
Wot Favour, and that the King had alter'd his 
Opinion of him, or had entertain'd ſome 
Prejudices at his Conduct; and on this 
1 LF 3 àaC- 


1 
1 


* Bat) 
1 4 
”'$ 
# N 
* 1 


1 S , 
3 
* o 7 * n 
=25 26: nes — 
FS — 


S 


a 


- 
: £ 
9 4 
2 
4 
1 
= 
* 
* 
1 
1 
* 5 
4 
= 
4. , „ 
£ 
* 


==: C m_w . "_ : 
Ir by RE W 1 
nr — — 


2 I-wy * 
F< . R 
S 
* 


* 
Fall # 
l 1 
4 bi 
% 1 o 5 
cf #3! 
o BY 
* 
54 
4 18 
25 
x 
3: ; 
. : 
$8: 14 
8:1 
. 4 - 4 
17 3 : 
41 
1 
181 > 
3 
1 5 if 
1 
„ 
1 y 
$44 54 
. 
is - 
9 
325 
1 
7 
Ty 
1521 
231 
| 
+3 & 
10 
1 
. 
1 
7 
4 
AF 
7 2 
(Its 
£54 
7 
£7 


= * * * gs 
. Fs. G24 
of "> wo 


[261 


account, thoſe of the Whigs who believ'd it, 
alter'd their behaviour to the Duke, and 
lookt upon him as one that had quitted his 
Party, and that had leſs intereſt in the 
King, and leſs attachment to his Intereſt 


than he had before. 


Others pretended the Duke was broken 
off in reſentment, that he was a Malecon- 
tent, that he was return'd to the Intereſt 
of the Jacobite Party, that he counteracted 
the King's Intereſt in all his Affairs, and 
that he was a fecret manager for an In. 
trelt {care fit to be nam'd. = 

But all theſe Calumnies vaniſh'd, when 
by a long ſeries of a quite different conduct, 


from that which thoſe People pretended to, 
he appear'd ſtill conſtant to himſelf, not to 
be engag'd in any Party, and even to di- 


rect both Parties, if they could have liſt. 
ned to his wiſe and temperate meaſures, 
to have ſerv'd the King better, and to 


have better purſued the Intereſt of their 
Country, which, without queſtion, ſuffer*dſ] 


by all thoſe unhappy Claſhings in the ma- 
nagement, which fell out in the latter part | 


of the Reign of King William. 
It was about that time that he foretold 


to the Miniſtry the great difficulties theyfi 


would neceſſarily bring the publick to, by 
the cager purſuit of Funds in the Cafe of 
Taxes; entailing thereby ſuch a Debt upon 


— 


1 
£ 


the Nation, as has . merited the name ; 
which ; 


| 1 To 
Which the King lately gave it, (viz.) In- 


; ſupportable; and the Duke was the Man, 
d who even at that time, tho? he never ca- 


red to engage in the Aﬀair of the Trea- 
ſuryz told them more plainly than they 
W cared to hear of it, that the conſquence 


would one time or other bring the People 


of Great Britain to reflect greatly upon 
their Conduct. He had ſome Propoſals or 
Schemes of more Temporary Taxes, which 
would have raiſed the Mony with more 
equality than it was then laid, and would 
have ſupply'd every Year's Expence, with- 
| out the heavy expence upon the publick, 
of exorbitant Intereſt from 7 to 14 per 
Cent. the extravagant payments for which, 
added every day to the load which was 
ſill increaſing, and like to increaſe, fo as at 
length to leave the Nation involv'd in ir- 
retrievable Misfortunes, . 
But theſe Things could not be liſtned to 
at that time; the exceeding difficulty of 
the Coin diſabled the People from paying 
in ready Money ſuch immenſe Sums every 
| Year, as the Government's Occaſions call'd 
for; the borrowing of Money anticipated 
the demands; and the Credit, tho? then 
oung, yet was riſing; and the eaſineſs of 
evying Money by Loan, rather than by 
Tax, was a Temptation to the Miniſtry, 
not to be reſiſted at that time; the de- 
mands for Money every Year increaſing, 
D4 : and 


: [ 40 ] 8 
and the reflection upon what might be the 
Conſequence, being a thing too remote to 
weigh ſo much, as the Duke of Shremsbury 
often uſed to inculcate to them it would. 

Experience has told us ſince this, in 


very ſenſthle Language, how much clearer 


a Judgment his Grace made of things, 
than the Miniſtry of that day ; or which 
would be too much of a Satyr upon them, 
how much more he had at heart the good 
and proſperity of Ages to come. Perhaps 
the Managers at that time did not foreſee 
a ſecond War, of duration equal, and in 
Expence ſuperior to the firſt; whoſe Suc- 
ceſs, however glorious, was to be purcha- 
ſed at the terrible Price of continuing 
this unhappy Method, and thereby load- 
ing our Poſterity for an hundred Years to 
come. . 
However juſt the Duke of Shrewbarj's 
Notions were at that time, they not only 
did not produce the effect deſir'd, (viz.) 
to alter the Methods of Taxation; but 
they procur'd him the ill will of the Mi- 
niſtry at that time; which however he 
bore, as a Man might be expected to bear 
it, who was above all views, except thoſe 
of doing Service, and who had learn't to 
ſeparate his Endeavours, for promoting 
his Maſter's Intereit, from the views of 
— 9 8 
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other hand, gave the Miniſtry ſome diſguſt 


_ Theſe things indeed claſhing with the 
humour of the Times, gave the Duke 
ſome diſguſt at the Miniſtry ; and on the 


at him; nor was it at all amended, when 


the King, after the War was ſo many ways 
embarras'd 'with the Parties, that he was 
oblig*d to change Hands; which was at 


laſt, the conſequence of the powerful ſtrug- 


le made in the Houſe of Commons, firſt 
againſt the Army, and afterwards about 


the reaſſumprions of what they then callPd 


Exorbitant Grants. 

If the Duke of Shrewsbary had a ſincere 
attachment to the Perſon and Government 
of King William, it could by no means be 


E agreeable to him to ſee his Maſter treated 
as he was in theſe two particular Articles; 


and yet he had the oddeſt circumſtances at- 
tending his own meaſures that could be; 


for that having before ſeem'd to favour theſe 


new Men; I mean, before they had made 


their grand puſh, and brought the King ſore 
againſt his inclination, for his Majeſty never 


lovꝰd the High Men, to employ them: I ſay, 


having before ſeem'd to favour them, in 
oppoſition to another peeviſh Project, as 
inconſiſtent withhis own Notion, as the other, 
I mean the Spaziſp Treaty of Partition; 
he could not now theſe were in, perſwade 
himſelf to go back to the other, in oppo- 


he did not approve; and thus it was = 
- — miſ- 


/ 


ſition to theſe; tho' in the things which 
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misfortune, not being able to change as 
the Times changed, and ſhift Hands, as 
the Adminiſtration ſhifted Hands, to be out 
of faſhion with both Sides, and as it 
were to live a Life ſeparate from all Par- 
ties, in ſome things, and agreeing with all 
Parties in others; tho? he had this good 
fortune in his diſagreements, that he agreed 
with both, in whatever both did well, 
and differ'd with neither, but in what 
either did ill; and the event of things 
prov*d this Obſervation to be juſt, even by 
the confeſſion of the Parties themſelves. 

In this diſorder of Councils, King Wil- 
liam ſpent the ſmall remains of his Reign, 


rob'd of all the Bleſſings which a Trium- 


phant Peace might have been ſuppos'd to 


have produc'd ; But he had the Satisfa- | 
ction of ſeeing, before his Death, moſt of | 


the Councils of the Duke of Shrewsbary 
come to be of weight, and to be extreme-. 
ly needful: He liv'd to ſee the fame 
breaking of the Troops which the Duke 
had ſecretly advis'd againſt, to be deeply 


' regretted by the Nation, and even by the 


molt of thoſe People who had preſs'd fo 
earneſtly for it. | 

And now the Duke was quite withdrawn 
from Court, the new ſort of Men made 
but+ ſorry work of the Adminiſtration ; 
in a word, the whole Nation was falling 


into a general. confuſion of Council, had 


not 


-- 83 1 
not the King of France called them off 
from their private Feuds, and found them 
Quarrels Abroad, ſufficient to divert them 
effectually at Home. For the King of 
Spain dying in the Year 1700. and the 
King of France having ſeized the Spaniſb 
Monarchy, in Right of his Grandſon Philip; 
this and the particular Affront offered to 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Dignity, in pro- 
claiming, 2 and acknowledging the 
Pretender to be King of Great. Britain, &c. 
turned the Eyes of all the Nation another 
Way; and the Application of all Parties 
to anew War, gave them no more Leiſure 
to propagate private Feuds and Breaches 
among themſelves. 

It was in the Beginning of this War 
that the King died, leaving a Court wholly 
embroiPd in Parties, very much confuſed 
in Meaſures, and far from any agreeable 
Unity among themſelves, and yet a heav 
War upon their Hands; the Queen de- 
clared her ſelf, in the Beginning .of her 
Reign, for the High- Party; but they preci- 
pitated themſelves into ſo many Broils with 
one another, and with the Low-Party in 
particular, by the looſe Projects of Sir 
Edward Seymour and his Friends; that the 
Queen was ſoon convinced, by wiſer Coun- 
cils, that this was not a proper Time for 
ſuch Breaches; and that the Confederates 
8 would have no Dependence upon a N _ 
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Fo 
who had no Conſiſtency in their Conduct, 
or Steadineſs in their Councils and Admi- 
niſtration ; and her Majeſty found her ſelf 
obliged to change her Meaſures, to ſet up 
a more uniform Scheme of Government, 


under the Miniſtry of Men of better Tem- 
per, and of more Moderation: This 
Court Revolution was principally managed 
by that Head, which has ſince had Abi- 


lity for ſeveral greater Turns, even than 
theſe; who being then Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, and Privy-Counſellor, 
found Means, in Conjunction with the 
Lord Godolphiz, and the then Earl of Marl- 
borough, to ſettle the Government of this 
Kingdom in a Method more ſuited to the 
Safety and Honour of the Queen, the Peace 
and Satisfaction of her People, and to the 
eſtabliſhing the Honour and Intereſt of 
the Nation Abroad. 

However, .tho? the Duke accepted of 
no publick Poſt in the Miniſtry, yet the 
Queen, to ſhew the juſt Regard her Ma- 
jeſty had of his Merit, took him into her 
Privy-Council, made him Lord Lieutenant 
of the County of Hereford; and he con- 
tinued at Court for ſome Time, though 
he ſeemed ſomething paſſive 1n that critical 


Time, not liking the Extremes of one 
Party, any more than he did the Extremes 


of another, 


It 


V 


a 3 
It was under this Adminiſtration that the 
greateſt Tranſactions of that Age were 


managed; ſuch as the Union with Scot- 
land, the ſecond Confederacy, the Advance- 


ment of the King of Spaiz to be. Emperor 


of Germany, and the like; and. in which 
Time the glorious Succeſſes of the Confe- 


derates Arms were carried up to ſuch a a 
Height, as was never known in the World 


before. | 


But the Duke of Shrewsbury having dif. 


liked the firſt hot Steps of this Reign, as 
J have obſerv'd, as much as he had done 


ſome of the laſt, was withdrawn for a 


while; and reſolving to continue in the 


private Life which he had choſen, he went 
Abroad to travel, acting little or nothing 
in this Reign for ſome Years till at length 
meeting with the Duke of Marlbaroagh and 
the Earl of Sunderland, in their Return 
from that memorable Journey, which. the 
Duke of Marlborough went upon ſecret 
Service to Vienna, Berlin, Hanover, and 


other Courts of Chriſtendom, for the ſettling 
the other and further Improvements. of the 


glorious Victories obtained in the Years 
before, and for the further ſtrengthening 
the Confederacy; I ſay, meeting with 
theſe two noble Perſons at the Hague, his 
Grace came over with them, in perhaps 


a double Senſe, (vs.) as well over to. the 
Britiſh Court, as over entirely to the Mea- 
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ſures then on Foot in the Adminiſtration, 
which his Grace found much more to his 
Satisfaction, than when he withdrew from 
Buſineſs. | ö SI To N | 

It is not of much Moment to the pre- 
ſent Aﬀair to obſerve his Travels Abroad ; 
How that during this Interval of his Graces 
Appearance upon the Stage, he reſoly*d to 
ſee the World, that paſſing through Paris he 
waited upon the King of France; and that in 
this Time he was pleaſed to marry an Italian 
Lady,of a very confiderable Family and For- 


tune, of the Houſe of Palliotti; and which 


Lady is now the Dutcheſs Dowager of Shrews- 
bary; of whom good Manners obliges me to 
make no farther mention without her Grace's 
Licenſe, neither is it material to the publick 
Tranſactions of the Times, which theſe Me- 
moirs lead us to, and to which therefore I 
—_—_ en Re 

It was the 30th of December, in the Lear 
1705. when his Grace arrived with the 
Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of San- 
derland, as above, from Holland, and he 
appeared for ſome Time to be very well 
pleaſed with the Manner Things were 
carried on in, yet he declined to be any 
otherwiſe concerned than as a SpeQator, 


and more eſpecially when the Miniſtry 
broke among themſelves; as they did in 
that extraordinary Manner the three or 
four Years next atter the Union: As firſt, 


by 
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by a Miſunderſtanding between thoſe hey : 


call'd the Juncto, or Whig Lords, on one 
Side; and the Miniſtry, :. e. the Duke of 
Marlborough and the Earl of Godolphin, &c. 


on the other Side; in which Breach, as 


his Grace ſaw it would tend, by natural 
Conſequences, to putting all her Majeſty's 
Affairs in Confuſion; and as he was a 
Friend to both Parties, and eſpecially to 
Peace, he acted the happy Part of a Me. 
diator; and it was very much owing to 


his Application, and the earneſt Repreſen- 


tations which he made to her Majeſty, 


and to the Earl of Godolphin, Lord High 


Treaſurer; that ſo happy an End was put 
to that Breach, which. indeed threatned 
the diſpoſſeſſing the whole governing Party, 
and laying them open to the breakings in 
of other Men, who wanted but very little 
of lay ing hold of the Opportunity. 
The good Conduct of the Duke in this 
Affair, His unanſwerable Eloquence in the 
Reaſons he gave her Majeſty for a Re- 


conjunction of Parties, and his Diſpoſition 


to Peace, and a good Underſtanding a- 


mong the Queen's Friends, laid a good 


Foundation for him in the Queen's Opi- 
nion; and her Majeſty could not think 
of being any longer without a Man, who 


had ſhewed himſelt ſo unfeigned a Friend 


to her Intereſt, and fo diſintereſtedly faith- 
ful to her, in an Affair of ſuch a nice and 
critical Nature, „ It 


F 

It was therefore but a little while after 
this, when her Majeſty, without any Solli- 
citations on his Part, agreeably ſurprized him 
with giving him the Office of Lord Lieu- i 
tenant of Ireland, and after that the White 
Staff and Key, the Signatures of his Office 
of Lord Chamberlain of her Houſhold; and 
thus he became a publick Miniſter, in the 
higheſt Degree engaged, as a Man the Mi- 
niſtry thought moſt uſeful in all the publick 
Exigencies of State. 5 N 

While theſe Things had called the Duke 
from his Receſs or Retreat, that ſecond 


great Court Revolution happened, (viz.) | 


in the Beginning of the Year 1710. when 
the whole Miniſtry was removed, the 
Marlborough Intereſt broke with the Queen, 
Mr. Harley, now Earl of Oxford, taken in, 
the Parliament diſſolved, and, in a Word, 
new Meaſures taken in every Thing be- 
longing to the Government, or rather to 
the Adminiſtration of Government. 
The firſt Schemes of this Turn having 
been digeſted by the Propoſers, and laid 
before the Queen, were communicated 
by her Majcſty's Order.to the Duke, who 
weighed them thoroughly; and his ap- 
proving them, added great Weight to 
them 1n the Judgment of all thoſe who 
were let into that Secret; but may be ſaid 
to finiſh the Queen's Information, and fix 
her Reſolutions; ſor after her Majeſty be 
as been 


I 5 
been told by the Duke, that the Scheme 
of the Adminiſtration was well laid, and 
was not only practicable, but neceſſary, 
her Majeſty was determin'd at once, and 
never made any farther heſitation. 
The three Things of the greateſt weight, 
which, as I have been told, the Duke was 
deſir'd to give his Judgment upon, were 
theſe; nor were they of a light value at 
that time, or eaſie to be penetrated by a 
Head not furniſh*d compleatly with Know- 
ledge and Experience in the moſt critical 
Affairs of that time. The Heads were, 


Firſt, Whether the Publick Credit might 

be maintain'd and ſupported, tho? 
the Miniſtry were changed, and tho? 

the Lord Treaſurer and Duke of 
Marlborough ſhould lay down ? 


Note by the way, the diſplacing the 

latter of thoſe two Perſons was not 

- propoſed in the firſt Scheme, if he 

could be brought into the Meaſures 

(viz.) of diſſolving the Parliament, 
and putting an End to the War. 


Secondly, Whether the Schemes propo- 
. fed, might be purſued, without diſſol- 
ving the Parliament; and if not, whe- 
ther the Parliament might be diſſol- 
ved without danger to the State, and 
35 — 
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in the affirmative, and reaſon'd ſo clearly 
upon them to her Majeſty, as gave her 


Jacobites, from the neceſſity of preſervinga 
Majority upon all occaſions; Which ad. 


13 „ 
a new one obtain'd, with due Dif. 
poſitions for the Purpoſes laid down? 


Thirdly, Whether a Peace might be 
treated of without danger to the Go. | 
vernment, and with honour to her 
Majeſty, and her Allies; that the ef- 
fufion of the blood of her. People, 

which was a particular Grief to her 
Majeſty, might be ſtopt, and that 
the prodigious Expences the Kingdom i 
was now oblig*d to be at every Lear 
might be brought to an End? | 


ke > 1s 
N 


It is ſaid the Duke anſwer'd all theſe 5 


particular Satisfaction, and was the great 
Support to her Mind, in the diſtractions 
which follow'd; and had the Duke been 2 
Man of an enterprizing Diſpoſition ; had 
he had as warm a Heart, as he had a cool 
Head in thoſe deep-laid Affairs, ſo that 
he might have born the ſhare due to his 
Judgment, in the execution, I believe the 
Undertaking had been carried on with 
more ſteadineſs,and conſequently many ſteps 
which were taken, and were indeed fatal to 
the whole Party at laſt, had been avoided ; 
and particularly all thoſe advances to the 


* , 


| vances gave their Enemies ſo much ad- 


vantage over them, in expoſing them as 


Friends to the Pretender, and gave the un- 


to believe it. 


concern'd part of the World ſuch reaſon 


And here it muſt be obſerv'd, that not 


. the Duke of Shrewsbary only, but many 
other Perſons concern'd in the firſt Mea- 


ſures laid for the great Changes which 


of happened, nay, as the Duke himſelf often 


ſaid, not the Queen her ſelf ever purpoſed, 
either to have carried the meaſures which 


| they intended to purſue to ſuch a length, or 
to have ſo generally, and indeed univer- 
& fally, changed Hands from the Whigs 


lyk to the T ories, if the unexpected ſtand, 


the firſt made againſt every ſtep that was 


at taken, and their early reſolution not to 


new Men, unleſs they would continue the 


fame Parliament then in being, had not 


driven the new Managers to the neceſſis 

ty of taking in other Hands than they had 
58 deſign'd to employ. Some ſaid this was 
done politickly, to throw the new Mana- 


gers into the Hands of the Jacobites, who 
they knew would at laſt ruine them; But 
this was ſpeaking not by gueſs, but like 
Men who Propheſie of things after they 


are come to paſs; what his Grace the 


Duke of Shrewsbury uſed to ſay was, that it 
- E 2 Was 


3521 ; 
was done maliciouſly; and withal, that 
it was too great a Preſumption, and a ven- 
ture which they ought not to have run in 
behalf of their Country; becauſe, as he ſaid 
to his laſt, if they had miſcarried, as per- 


haps had the Queen liv'd ſome Years lon- 
ger they might have done, it might have 


come to this at laſt, (vz.) that either the 
Jacobite Intereſt might have carried their 


Point at the Expence of the Hanover i 


Succeſſion, or that the Miniſtry might 
have had the opportunity of obliging the 
Houſe of Hanover, at the Expence of the 
Whigs, which the Duke always inſiſted 
was the worſt of the Deſign. 

It is true, that the Miniſtry then in 
being, ſaw at laft, that it was impoſſible 


for them to carry their Point againſt the 
Whigs, who grew upon them apace, 


without the concurrence of the Jacobite Par- 


ty; and I will not do the Jacobite Party 


ſo much Injuſtice, as not to own that 
= made their Market of the Miniſtry, 
and perhaps not only brought them to act 


as Jacobites, contrary to the firſt Deſign, 


but brought ſome of them even to be Ja- 
cobites, who were not ſo before: Nor is it 
to me unlikely, but that by this Exigence of 

the Miniſtry, they might have at laſt brought 


* 


the Cauſe of the Party to be neceſſary to 
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them, and the Perſon too. But I mult do 
them the juſtice to acknowledge alſo, that 
it was in no part of their firſt Schemes. 
But this by the way; we {ſhall ſee further into 
it "hereafter. I return to the Duke of 
Shrewsbary. ry - 


Had the Duke been a Man of A Siam. 


1 ſay, as of Council, he had never ſuffer'd 


the Schemes he ſo heartily adviſed to, to 
drop in. the execution, and be perform'd 
by halves; or the Perſons in whoſe Hands 
the Adminiſtration was plac'd, to fall out 
and wrangle among themſelves as they 
did, to the ruine of all their Schemes. But 
he was a Perſon of no diſpoſition to puſh, 
he would run no hazards for any Party; 
he eafily diſcover'd his inclination lay this 


Way; and if it was done currently, 


and eaſily, he would beſtow his Smiles 
upon the Succeſs ; but if they came to 
difficulties, there he always left them to 
ſtand and fall alone. He ſteer'd clear of 


all dangerous Shoars, and it was his Pecy- 


liar on all the occaſions of Turns and Re- 
volutions, as well thoſe meationed, as others 
well known, That he was often conſult- 
ed as the Oracle of Council, and would go 
along with his own Councils as far as they 


went on cheerfully. But he avoided Em- 
*# barking ; and it was this Italian fineneſs in 
his Temper, that made him decline all the 
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great Poſts which might embarraſs him 
too much, or make him go farther than 


he could retreat. 


The greateſt wonder to me, in all his 
Meaſures of this kind, was, that in this 
unalterable State of Indolence he ſhould be 
valued at all by any Party, either on one 


Side, or on the other; whereas, on the 


contrary, he manag'd himſelf with ſo much 
addreſs, that he was valu'd for his Council 
by every Side, tho? at the ſame time he 


would never embark far in the beſt thing 
he ever advis'd to; and that if they came 
to any Difficulties, he was, as before, not 
to be depended upon. 2 


It muſt however be confeſt, that this 
love of his Eaſe, and this unactive Tem- 
er, was the worſt part of his Character, for 
it was what his Friends complain'd of him 
for, and what his Enemies reproach'd him 
with; nor was this the leaſt part of the 
reaſon why ſome People pretended he had 
reconcil'd himſelf to the Church of Rome; 


for otherwiſe, a bare travelling into 1740) 


does not intitle Men to thoſe Suſpicions, 
nor indeed are our People prejudiced a- 
gainſt Gentlemen on that account ſingly, 7 
mean not uſually, no not tho? they have re- 


main'd there a conſiderable time, as may 


be inſtanced in the Example of the Earl of 


Peterborow ; nay, not in the Duke of Or mond 


him 


1550 


himſelf; who, whatever is objected againſt 
his Conduct as to Party and Politicks, no 
body has ever yet ſuggeſted his turning Pa- 
piſt, even tho? the Maſter whom he ſerves 


is ſuch. But the Duke's Enemies ſeeing 
him a& neither on one Side or other; 
raiſed this Scandal upon him, as the fruit 
of their being no otherwiſe able to ac- 


count for his Conduct. 


Nor did we find that his marrying an 
Italian Dutcheſs, or his continuance in Italy 


| ſo long, gave the People any diſlike or 
# ſuſpicion as to his Principles of Religion 
Z after he came home, and began to ſhew 
” himſelf in publick again. But, on the con- 


trary, the Scandal died, and People had a 


KK veneer Opinjan of him, than they had be- 
- 8 lore, a | 
And therefore I ſhould have obſerv'd 
before, when I was ſpeaking of the Duke's 
Travels Abroad, which was of about five 
Years continuance, how particular th 
were in many things at firſt. That paſ- 
ſing thro? Fance, he waited upon the King 


of France at Verſailles; that he was receiv'd 


by the King with all the Ceremony and 


Magnificence that could have been ſhown 


even to aPrince. That the Captain of the 
Guards receiv'd him at the head of the 
great Stairs, the Swiſs-Guards making a 


Lane for him thro? the Gallery; that the 
2 4 Marquiſs 
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 Marquiſs de Torcy, Secretary of State, at. 


tended by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, 
receiv'd him at the Door of the King's 
Bed-Chamber, and the King himſelf at 
the Door of the Cloſet ; where his Majeſty i 
entertain'd the Duke for above an Hour, 
with the greateſt Civility poſſible, tho* 
not entring with him into any Affairs of 
State. Aſter which, the King brought 
him to the Door of the Cloſet again, where 


he was receiv'd, and re- conducted in the 


ſame manner to an Apartment, where he 
Was Treated at the King's Expence in a 
moſt ſplendid manner. That after this, 
he Tra vell'd to Monpellier for his Health, and 
remov'd from thence, the War approach- | 
ing, to Geneva, where he liv'd a confider- 


able time, always profeſſing the Proteſtant 


Religion, converſing and improving him- 
ſelf both in Learning and ſound Principles. 
That from thence he Travelled to Itah, and 
deſign'd to have ſettled at Naples, but the 
ſame Cauſe (viz.) the War altering his Pur- 
poſe, he liv*d three Years at Rome, where he 
engaged with his preſent Dutcheſs Dow- 
ager, whom he afterwards Married at 
Aunsborgh in Bavaria, being the firſt Pro- 


teſtant City he came to; his Dutcheſs alſo 
making profeſſion of the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion. Nay, it is faid, that even while he 
lived at Rome it ſelf, he was fo ſtrict a 
5 Proteſtant, 


| FW Ti 
- © Proteſtant, that he would not comply with 
thoſe things, either in their Churches or 
Proceſſions, which other Proteſtants, ra- 
t ther than not ſatisfie their Curioſity, make no 
y difficulty to comply. with; and I have hear'd 
„ his Grace ſay frequently, to live at Rome, 


* to be conſirm'd 4 Proteſtant. And ſo Emi- 


fä•Jay nent was he in his ſtrict adherence to his 
Principles, that ſome Noble Perſons in his 
Grace's Family, are ſaid to have been 
brought over to the Proteſtant Religion, 
from Popery, even while he liv'd in Rome it 
ſelf; for the Truth of which, I refer to 
the right Honourable Family of Cardigan, 
who are nearly concern'd in that Parti- 
cular, OD TMs: =, 
But to return to the firſt of this Affair, 
nothing is more certain, than that the 
Duke had a ſhare in, and gave his Opinion 
for the firſt Scheme propoſed to the Queen 
for altering the ſcituation of her Affairs, 
and changing Hands in the Adminiſtration; 
And that his judgment weigh'd a great 
= way with the Queen, in determining her Ma- 
jeſty, while ſhe ſcarce believ'd ſome things 
poſſible to be true, which others had re- 
preſented to her; particularly relating to 
the making the publick Credit perſonal in 
the Eord Treaſurer Godolphin; ſome Citi- 
zens ſcrupling to advance Mony upon the 
publick Faith, but offering to do it * 
| | — 2 
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his ſingle Word. This the Duke took hold 
of, and aggravated to ſuch a degree, as he 


well knew how; whether he did it in 
faithfulneſs to the Queen, or took the Ad- 
vantage which the ill- guided circumſtan- 
ces offer'd him, in favour of the new 


Scheme: In a word, whether he did well, 
or ill in it, is not the queſtion ; but it was 


from this time that he appear'd warm for 
the new Meaſures, and enter'd as it were 


Into the reſentments of the Queen, which 


followed with reſpect to the ill uſage pre- 
tended to be offer'd her Majeſty by parti- 
cular Perſons in the Adminiſtration, as well 
Civil as Military ; and from this time he 
may be ſaid to have joyn'd his Intereſt with 
the Earl of Oxford, who was apparently at 


the Head of thoſe Councils, which began 
no to influence the Queen. He ſaw in- 
deed, that the Earl of Oxford had a parti- 
cular Intereſt in the Royal Favour ; that 
the Queen, who had from the beginning 


Teceiv'd very good impreſſions of him, as 


well relating to his Capacity for * 


Buſineſs, general Knowledge, and right 
forming of a judgment on publick Affairs, 
as alſo, of his attachment to her Per- 
ſon and Intereſt, liſtned frequently with 


more attention than was agreable to the 


Miniſtry 


„ 
Miniſtry then in being, to the inſinuations 
of a Man, who had, as was ſaid of another 
great Man, the Power to ſay what he 
would, and make out what he ſaid. - 
It had not been effectual to the prevent- 
ing the Queen's Favour to him, that the 
. Miniſtry, as it were, tore him out of her 
Hands, and oblig'd her to part with a 
Man, to whoſe Diſcourſes her Majeſty gave 
more attention, than to all that they were 
able to offer againſt him; and it was eaſie 
to ſee, that the violence which ſeem'd to be 
uſed in diſplacing him, had rather given 


* him a ſtronger hold of the Queen than 


he had before; and that whereas her 
Majeſty treated him with ſome diſtincti- 
on before, ſhe now diſcover?d more than 
ever, that he was too faſt rivited in her 
Opinion, for them to ſupplant him; That 
whereas before he was uſed as a Servant, 
or Miniſter of State, the Caſe was quite 
alter'd now, for he was uſed now as a 
Confident, as a Councellor, more intimate 
than of the Cabinet, as the Oracle or laſt 
reſort ; ſo that it was ſaid the Queen re- 
ſolv'd upon nothing of moment without 
firſt conſulting him: If this was ſo, we 
need not wonder that the Duke, who dear- 
by lov'd to ſwim down with the Stream; 
and who, as above, was himſelf very well 
with the Queen, fell in with the Earl of 
Oxford; lor this in particular is to be * 
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of the Duke, that, contrary to the natu- 
ral Ambition of all great Men, he never car'd 


to be the Head of a Party, or to lead in 


any Affair of this Kind; but rather choſe 


to be a Second, to look on and approve: 


It is true, by this negative Scituation, he ; 
always reſerved Room to {ſhift himſelf out 


of the Broils that oftentimes followed ; 
but was alſo fure never to riſe above that 
State of Indifference among all Parties, 


which he thus choſe for himſelf; and this 
indeed was the Reaſon, why not only 
he withdrew from all Parties, whenever 
they were in any Exigence, but alſo why 
he never roſe higher with any Party, than 


juſt only to obtain his Voice on their Side, ; 
and ſo let him alone. 5 c 


It is not needful that I ſhould enter here 


into the Detail of theſe firſt Tranſa&tions, 
or name the Perſons upon whom every 


Thing in that Affair ſeem'd to reflect; 


for I am not writing Memoirs of the State, 


O 


but of the Duke, of whom I ſhall ſay no 


more than this, that whether it was that 
Mr. brought him into the Scheme, 


to help and influence the Queen ; or that 


the Queen brought him into it, to aſſiſt Mr. 
; or, as Mr. H— 's Friends 
ſuggeſted, that the Schemes brought him 
in to both, by the Subtilty and excellent 
Symetry of their firſt Compoſition ; I ſay, 


whether of theſe was the Caſe, I cannot 


deter- 


4333 
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determine: But this I may ſay, that the 


Duke himſelf alledged the latter ; and there 
are, no Queſtion, many Perſons of Ho- 
nour living, who have heard his Grace ſpeak 
with. Warmth in Favour of thoſe firſt 
Schemes, and complain both of the Folly 
and Knavery of thoſe who went from 


them afterwards, and who forced the Mi- 


niſtry or Managers to deviate in ſo many 
Points from them; allowing at the ſame 
Time, that it was owing to the Oppoſition 
unexpected on one Side, and the Indo- 
lence and diſconcerted Conduct of ſome on 


the other Side, who, he thought, might 


have carried their Meaſures farther than 


they did, after the Succeſs they had in Par- 


liament againſt the Whigs, without giving 
in ſo unadviſedly with the Jacobites ; the 


gd 8 only Handle which the Whigs had to take 


hold of them by; and the only Thing 
that could effectually ruin them: This 


3 ſingle Point in which the Duke 


may be ſaid to have abandoned them, and 


by which he kept himſelf, as might be 


ſaid, in Favour with the whole Nation; as 
ſhall be farther obſerved when I come to 
ſpeak of the Part he acted in ſome of the 
laſt Moments of the Queen's Reign, 

Burt I go back to the firſt Turn of theſe 
Affairs, the Duke having the three Heads 
mentioned before given him to conſider 
of; (if my Informer is not an ou 

the 


J 
the Duke received the three Articles with 
ſome kind of Levity in his Countenance, 
as if the Suggeſtions of thoſe who made 
Difficulties on thoſe Heads, were rather 
ridiculous than ſubſtantial; for Example, 


1 Firſt, Whether the publick Credit might 
„ be maintained and ſupported, tho? the 
q, Miniſtry were changed, and tho? 
. the Lord Treaſurer and Duke of Marl. 
# _ borough ſhould lay down ? 
i f . | 
, j His Grace ſmiling, ſays my Author, 
| asked the Gentlemen who were moving 
4 it to him, (the Queen preſent) * Why the 
41 © removing a particular Perſon out of 
* © the Adminiſtration ſhould alter the Caſe ? 
F; | © And how or which way it ſhould affect 
= | © the Publick Credit, unleſs the Perſon 
Who was to ſucceed ſhould do ſome 


© monſtrous Thing to expoſe the Admini- 
6 ſtration ; ſuch as miſapplying the Publick 
Money, ſtopping the Payment of In- 
© tereſts, and the like? And then, faid 
© his Grace, two Things muſt follow too, 
« which, whoever he is, will be of ſuch 
© deſperate Nature, that he will hardly 
venture on them, (viz.) He muſt diſ- 
© ſolve the Parliament without calling 
© another, rule by the Army, and ſet up 
that Tyranny in the Queen, the remote 
* Proſpect only of which in her Father, th = 
him 


„„ 

him out of the Throne: The Duke 
then explaining himſelf with great Clear- 
neſs upon the Subject of the Publick 
Credit, told them, that the Credit of 
the.Nation centred in the Parliament, 
not in the Treaſurer; in the Goodneſs 
of the Funds on whigh Money was ad- 


ſuch Laws as ſhould be made for the 
making good the Deficiencies of. thoſe 
Funds; that it was on this Account cal- 
led the Public Credit, as it was founded 
upon the Honour of the Parliament, and 
was with more Propriety of Speech 
called Publick Credit, or National Cre- 
dit; that if it was tied down to the 
Conduct of Officers, or of the whole 
Adminiſtration, it ought to be called 
the Lord Treaſurer's Credit, or the 
Queen's Credit, not the National Cre- 
dit; that it ſhould be called in ſüch 
Caſe as formerly it was, the Credit of 
the Exchequer; but this, which was 
the National Credit, was properly con- 
ſifting in the Honour and Juſtice of the 
Parliament, and depended on nothing 
elſe; nor could it receive any Wound or 
Hurt by any particular Perſon or Party, 
but what one Vote of the Houſe of Com- 
mons would heal in a Moment; it was 
only to be overthrown, and always to 
be reſtored by the Breath of the Parlia- 
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ment, and by no other Power whatever; 
that even tho? any Miſapplicati6n of the 
Treaſure were to happen, which it could 
hardly be ſuppoſed any Treaſurer would 
be hardy enough to venture on, yet if 
the Parliament, in whom the Power of 
puniſhing thoſe Miſapplications was veſt. 
ed, ſhould with Vigour and ſuitable 
Juſtice ſhew their Reſentment on the 
Offenders, and at the ſame Time make 

ood the Loſs to the Perſons concern'd, 


the Publick Credit would always rather 


riſe than fall on ſuch Occaſions; that 


there remained nothing to be done to 
give Life to the Publick Credit, but fre- 
quent Application in Parliament to ſtate 
and examine the Publick Accounts, make 
good deficient Funds, and take Care that 
the Exceedings of the Service did not 


run on, without the Accounts of them 


being adjuſted in Parliament, and pro- 
vided for every Year; and that there- 
fore to ſuggeſt that the Publick Credit 
ſhould be wounded by the diſplacing a 
Treaſurer, was to make the Credit per- 


ſonal, and not national; which was a 


great Diſhonour to the Queen, and more 
to the Parliament; upon whom, as on 
a Foundation never to be ſhaken, the 
National Credit muſt neceſſarily and un- 
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This was a Diſcourſe ſo well grounded, 
and not only fo ſuitable to the Caſe in 
| Hand, but alſo ſo eaſy to be underſtood 
and received by the meaneſt Capacity, 
that ir put the Queſtion quite ont of 
Doubt; and a Pamphlet which came out 
at the ſame Time, entituled, 4» Eſſay 
upon CREDIT; founded upon the fame 


Way of Reaſoning, and faid therefore to 
be written by the Earl of Oxford, hut 


more likely, if theſe Things be true, to 
be written by the Duke himſelf, or by 
{ ſomebody by his Direction, confirmed the 
very common People in the ſame Notion ; 
* ſo that the Notion of the Publick Credit 
F ſinking on the Remove of the Lord Treas 
ſurer, went but a little Way with them. 


The fecond Query was, Whether the 
Schemes propoſed might be purſued 
 withoutdiſſolving the Parliament; and if 
not, whether the Parliament might be 
diſſolved without Danger to the State; 
and a new one obtain'd with due Diſ- 
poſitions for the Purpoſes laid down? 


To this the Duke is ſaid to have anſwer'd, 
That the Whigs were in the right to 
* ſay they would come into the Meaſures, 
© on the Condition, that the Parliament 
* might not be diſſolved, becauſe they knew 
| * very well, that if the Parliament was not 


© diſs 
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[ 66 ] 
diffolved, the Meaſures could not be 
purſued ; that to make a Change of the 
Miniftry, and not a Change of the Par-. 
liament, was to ſet up ſuch a Faction 
as hever was but once, and it was hoped | 
no body ever deſired to ſee again; 
(viz.) the Queen's Party and the Par- 
liament Party ; that it was ridiculous to 
ask, whether the Parliament ſhould be 
diſſolved or no; that it was certain, if 
they reſolved upon the Changes at Court, 
the Parliament not only might, but 
MUST be diſſolv'd: As to the Que- 
ſtion, whether a new Parliament igt 
be obtained, &c. he ſaid the Example of 
all preceding Miniſtries might paſs for 
© an Anſwer to a Queſtion which every 


A A 
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Body knew had no Difficulty in it: Then 
he gave ſome Reaſons to prove that there 


was no Doubt of the Succeſs; ſeeing of 
late, ſince the Court had found out the 
Way of thoſe Things, the Management of 
Elections was not fo much a Novelty, as 
it had been in former Reigns; It is true, 
that this Difficulty was more dwelt upon 
by ſome timorous People at that Time, than 
the Duke thought there was any Occaſion 
for; and Mr. H—-——, who was as good 
a Judge of that Affair as any of the reſt, 
kept that Part as a ſure Game in his own 
Hand; it muſt be confeſs'd, the Whigs, 
who ſaw themſelves effectually ruin'd, as 
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to the Adminiſtration, confirm'd the Opi- 


nion of the Duke in this Particular, by the 


earneſt Application which they made to 


| have the Parliament kept on Foot; for as 
| thereby they knew that by their Intereſt 


with the Members they ſhould overthrow 
all the new Schemes, ſo they were too 


ſenſible, that if the new Managers, who 


were now the Court Party, were reſolv'd 
to have a new EleQion, they would nor 
fail ſo to cultivate the Court Intereſt by 
the ſpeedy Diſpoſition of their Favours, 
as to make good their Party in the ap- 
proaching Parliament ; this was made good 


indeed in the Event, the new Managers 


carrying their Point ſo far, as to obtain a 
full Majority in the Houſe, to ſerve the 
Intereſt they were engag*d in upon all Oc- 


caſions. 


3. The Third Queſtion propoſed to the 
Duke was about the Peace ;(viz.)Whe- 
ther aPeace might be treated of without 
Danger to the Government, and with 
Honour to her Majeſty, and her Al- 
lies; that the Effuſton of the Blood 
of her People, which was a particular 
Grief to her Majeſty, might be ſtopt; 
and that the prodigtous Expences the 
Kingdom was now oblig*d to be at 

every Year, miglit be brought to an 


End'? | 
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His Grace, every one knew, was of a 
pacifick Temper, no Man of War; the 


ueen was intent upon the great Point 
of ſaving the Blood of her Subjects; I 
will not ſay that ſome of her own Sex 
might not have been politickly imployed 


to lay that Part home to her Majeſty in 


the moſt moving Terms, as what ſuited 


that Tenderneſs of Diſpoſition, natural 


to Women; and to repreſent to her, the 


_ needleſs Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, and the 
Wickedneſs, as they call'd it, of ſeeking 
that by War, which might be obtained by | 


Peace; „the prompting, I am nom uſing 


« their own Words, that wicked Humour of 


© the Leaders, who, to carry ona War, 


« which they alone were enriched by, va- 
* Jued not what Seas of Blood they ſpilt, 
« what Ruin to their Country they pro- 


« cured, or what Calamities they brought 
« upon the Chriſtian World; that for her 
& Majelty not to uſe her utmoſt Endeavour 
& to reſtore Peace to her Dominions, was 
ce to bring the Guilt of the War upon her 


« own Head perſonally ; and particularly, 
ce if the Enemy offered by Treaty, all 
« that her Majeſty by her Declaration of W 


« War had profeſs'd to fight for, all the 
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lie at the Queen's Door: Whether there 
was any Art uſed in this Cafe or no with 
the Queen, I ſhall not determine: But 


this 
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Blood ſhed in the War aſter this, would 


1 
HS 


[6] | 
this is certain, (viz.) that the Queen was al- 
ways very uneaſie upon this Article, and that 
the Duke of Shrewsbury knew well enough; 


and therefore when he came to ſpeak to this 


| Claufe freely, he only ask'd them, Whether 
= the Power of making Peace and War was 
not in the Queen by Royal Prerogative, 


abſolutely inherent in the Crown ? This 
being undeniable, it was enquired, why 
that ſhould be ſuppoſed to be dangerous to 
the Crown which was legal, and could not 
be controverted, either in the Queen, or 


any other Miniſters ? It ſeems the Danger 
mention'd in the Queſtion, (v/z.) Whether 


a Peace might be treated of without Danger, 
&c. was underſtood to be meant, NO T 
of Danger from the Enemy, or Danger to 


the Alliance, but Danger to the Queen and 
her Government, from the Power of the 


oppoſite Party at Home; who, it ſeems, 
were on the other Side repreſented as for- 
midable; and ſome People, who the Queen 


was not yet quite deaf to, ceaſed not to inſi- 


nuate to her Majeſty privately, that the 


© lntereſt of the Party ſhe was then engag'd 


with was ſo great, eſpecially with the Ar- 
my, that if a Peace ſhould be ſo much as 
tajked of, the Army being at their Beck, 
might be brought to take ſome unduriful 
Meaſures; and that eſpecially, the Party 
being ſo powerful at Home, might not be 
backward to encourage mutinous Practices, 
3 | Cs. 
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Cc. Whether any of the Army ever enter- 


tain'd ſuch Thoughts, I know not, and do 
not believe: But if any ſuch Suggeſtions 
of the Army were made to the Queen, it 
was not very dutiful in the Perſons ſuggeſt- 
ing it, and much leſs was it juſt to the 
Army; for though the Queen was ſome- 


times alarm'd at thoſe Things, yet it gave 


the riſing Party but too much Opportunity 
to ſhew the Neceſſity of their Schemes; 


and as a certain other Duke, then in the 


Meaſures with the Earl of Ox— anſwer'd, 
if ſuch Things were juſt to be ſug— 
geſted in the Army, it was high Time to 
remove ſuch Men from the Army, who, 
it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, might be ca- 


pable of encouraging ſuch Deſigns; and 


that the Queen ought immediately to be 
put out of all Apprehenſions of that Kind, 
by being aſſur'd of the dutiſul Diſpoſition 
of the Army, and their Readineſs to ſub- 


mit to all the Orders her Majeſty ſhould 


give; and this before any mention ſhould 
be made in Publick of entring into any 


Treaty; it only remained to know the 


Terms on which a Peace might be obtain- 
ed; and if the Enemy would offer ſuch 
Conditions, as fully anſwered the Demands 
mentioned in the eee of War, the 


Reaſon of the War ceaſed, and conſequent- 
y the Juſtice of it. 8 „ 


1 7 ] 


It would be too long to enter here into 
the many Debates which followed upon 
this Affair; it will not eaſily ſlip out of 
the Memories of moſt People, how, and 
in what Manner, the Treaty of this Peace 


Was carried on, and how odious the beſt 


Conditions of it were repreſented to the 


Nation. 5 
{ Theſe Things agitated the Minds of the 


People on both Sides for a great while, 
and the Blow being afterwards given, 
E (viz.) by diſmiſſing the Lord Treaſurer 


* Godolphin, it appeared that the Queen was 
gotten over the Apprehenſions of Danger 
in the Meaſures. 5 

But the Party who was then put out, 


| failed not to improve the popular Diſlike 
= (whichat that Time appeared every where) 
to their Advantage, by ſuggeſting immedi- 


EZ ately,that the new Managers would certain- 


ly enter into a Treaty of Peace, abandon 


their Allies, and give up the Cauſe of the 
| Confederacy to France; and the Reaſons 
they gave were drawn from a Concluſion 
| which ſeemed to be very juſt, (vzz.) that 
they could not ſupport themſelves in their 
new Meaſures, without the Aſſiſtance of 
that Prince they were going to make Peace 
with; the Whigs having the Countenance 


of all the Allies, who were ſuppoſed to 
= be caſt. off with them: But the Duke 
| propoſed a Remedy to this Evil, which, 


F 4 had 
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Con 
had it been ſincerely purſued, might have 
prevented much of the Miſchief which 
followed, (viz.) that Aſſurances ſhould im. 
mediately be given to our Confederates A. 
broad, and to the Parliament at Home, 


on the Opening the firſt Seſſion of the 


new Parliament, that her Majeſty was re- 
folved to adhere to the grand Alliance, 
and to carry on the War with the utmoſt 
Vigour, till an honourable Peace could be 
obtained, to the Satisfaction of all the Al- 
lies; and this was accordingly done, as ap. 
pears by her Majeſty's Speech to both 


Houſes, in which was the following Words: 


© To this End, T ſhall recommend to 


you what is abſolutely neceſſary for our 


common Safety. 


« The carrying on the War in all its 
Parts, but particularly in Spain, with the 
utmoſt Vigour, is the likelieſt Means, 
with God's Bleſſing, to procure a ſafe 


and honourable Peace for Us, and all 
Our Allies, whoſe Support and Intereſt 
I have truly at Heart. 


But I return to the Duke; the Council 


given to the Queen, of declaring poſitively 
her Reſolution to carry on the War with 
Vigour, till a laſting and honourable Peace 
ſhould be obtained, was not only from 
him, but, as he often expreſſed himſelt Þ 
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afterwards, it was in his Deſign at that 
Time, and in the Deſign of all that he 
was concerned with, to do ſo; it ſeems 
they were better able to know what to 
adviſe to, than they were to put in Practice 
what they had adviſed; at leaſt they had 
not ſufficient Foreſight of the Difficult ies 
which were before them, either in making 
the Peace, or carrying on the War; how- 
ever, the Duke's Advice in this was good, 
and was purſued by the new Managers 
accordingly; for they gave Orders to the 
Miniſters Abroad at Foreign Courts, to 
aſſure the Allies, that the Queen reſolved 
to carry on the War with the utmoſt Vi- 
gour, and to obtain by Force, if not other- 
Wiſe to be had, a ſafe and honourable 
Peace, with Satisfaction to her Allies; 
and whereas the Whigs induſtriouſſy 
ſpread about contrary Reports, and Sug- 
geſtions of ſecret Negotiations with France ; 
the Queen gave frequent and repeated 
Aſſurances of being reſolved. to carry on 
the War, and to make no ſeparate Peace; 
that is to ſay, no Peace without the Par- 
ticipation of her Allies: This was men- 
tioned more particularly in the Speech to 
the Parliament, after a Treaty was ſet on 
Foot 1n the Year 1711. wherein the Queen 
has theſe Expreſſions. 
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© T ſhall endeavour, that after a War 
which has coſt ſo much Blood and Trea- 
ſure, you may find your Intereſt in 
Trade and Commerce improved and 
enlarged by a Peace, with all other 


Advantages which a tender and affectio- 


nate Sovereign can procure for a dutiful 
and loyal People. | 

The Princes and States which have 
been engaged with us in this War, being 
by Treaties entitled to have their ſeveral 


Intereſts ſecured at a Peace, I will not 


only do My utmoſt to procure every 


one of them all reaſonable Satisfaction, 


but I ſhall alſo unite with them in the 


ſtricteſt Engagements, for continuing the 
Alliance, in order to render the General 


Peace ſecure and laſting. 5 


The beſt way to have this Treat 
effectual, will be to make early Provi- 


ſion for the Campaign; therefore I muſt 
ask of you, Gentlemen of the Houſe of 


Commons, the neceſſary Supplies for the 


next Year's War; and I do moſt earneſt- 
ly recommend to you to make ſuch 
Diſpatch therein, as may convince our 
Enemies, that if We cannot obtain a 
good Peace, We are prepared to carry 
on the War with Vigour. 1 


Theſe 
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E 
Theſe Things confirm what the Duke 
always proteſted to be the Intent and 
Meaning of his Advice, and of all that 
ever he was let into of the firſt Schemes 
of that new Management, (viz.) that no 
Peace was to be entred into without the 
common Participation of the Allies, and 
no Peace concluded without juſt Satis- 
faction to their Demands; but ſtill his 
Grace was as plain on the other Hand, 
that it ought not to be in the Breaſt of 
any Ally, to put an abſolute negative upon 
the Queen's Proceedings, and to bind her 
Majeſty not to enter into any Treaty, 
meerly becauſe they thought fit to carry 
on the War; tho? at the ſame Time due 
Satisfaction was ſuppoſed to be offered 
them in the Treaty: If any one carried 
the Negotiations beyond theſe Limitati- 
ons afterwards, the Duke cannot be, and 
indeed never was, as I have heard, charg- 
ed with conſenting to, or being concern'd 
in any Thing of that Kind. | 3 
All theſe Declarations before a Treaty, 
and after, as far as the Duke of Shrewsbary 
was concerned in them, amount to no 
more than a Suppoſition of bringing the 
War to a fair and honourable Concluſion, 
with the Confent of the Allies, and with 
# Satisfaction to their juſt Demands: But 
= as it was his Opinion that a Peace might 
be obtained on thoſe Terms, ſo he declar'd 
So always 


[ 76 ] 
always that the Queen had an undoubted 
Right, by the Nature of the War, and by 
the Nature, not of this Alliance alone, 
but of all Alliances, to hear and receive 
the Propoſals which the Enemy might at 
any Time make towards a Peace; and on 
this Foot he came into the Meaſures aſter- 
wards taken, about the Preliminaries, and 
on no other. 
It was within a very little Time after 
this, that a private Gentleman coming 
over from France, was entertained here by 
ſome Lords, in Conferences upon the Sub- 
ject of Peace, for ſome Months before it 
was publickly known; by what Degrees 

an open Face of a Treaty was carried af- 
terwards on in London, is not a Secret nos 
to the World: This was the famous 
Monſieur Meſnager, the ſame formerly im- 
ployed in Holland, who the King of France 
found ſo able in the ſecret Negotiations for 
the bringing a Treaty on Foot ; that how- 
ever his Quality was at firſt not thought | 
equal to the Charge, yet his Capacities 
being found ſuperiour to his Birth, the 
King, who was a very good Judge, ſoon 
honoured him equal to his Station of a 
Plenipotentiary, and then named him to 
go to Utrecht, there to finiſh the great 
Work, which he had ſo dexterouſly laid the 
Foundation of, and which he had gone 
fl. through with great Difficulty. 1 
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' T will not ay that the Dake of Shremsbury 
was the Man, who Monſieur Meſnager 
in his Memoirs gives an account of ; his 
correſpondence with, and of ſeveral ſecret 
Conferences with him about the Affairs of 
the Peace. But if my Account 1sat all to he 
depended upon, Monſieur Meſnager had ſeve- 
ral Conferences with the Duke upon that 
important Affair; and it was from him that 
the Duke had this ſo often upon his Tongue, 
in his Diſcourſes upon the main Point, (viz.) 
F the French offer you all you can ask, what 
would you deſire more? If they will give you 
” by a Peace, all that you pretend to make War 
or, what can you pretend to carry on the War 


3 for? All the reſt is Robbery and Violence, ſbed- 


ding of Blood, and the worſt kind of Murther. 


Upon theſe Foundations the Duke eſta- 
bliſhed the Meaſures then on foot in the 
Queen's Judgment, and the Rabicon being 
* paſsd, by diſſolving the Parliament, the 
Duke fell in intirely with the new Ma- 
nagers, and appear'd more warm in that 
& Quarrel, than we can ſay he had ever 
done in any of thoſe other publick 
things which had paſſed in his time, of 
which there had indeed been a great va- 
riety. The new Managers bad generally 
his Vote on all Occaſions, the new Mea- 
ſures were purſued, and he appear'd al- 
ways fix'd in their Intereſt, yet he accepted 
no Poſt or Office under them for ſome time, 

1 other 
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other than that of Chamberlain of the 
Houſhold, till aſter the Peace was made. 
The King of France ſent over hither the 
Duke d Aumont his Ambaſſador extraordi. 


nary, to make the Queen the uſual Compli- 


ment on ſuch an Occaſion ; the Perſon of this 


Ambaſſador was ſingled out as one who 


ſhould be ſuppos'd to be rather a Man of 
Pleaſure, than a Man of Buſineſs, and a Man 
wholly addicted to Gallantry and Magnifi- 
cence. And therefore when he appear'd 
here, it was with the utmoſt Gaiety 
and Splendor. And after the burning the 
Duke of Pomis's Houſe, where he was firſt 
Lodg'd, and his being remov'd to Somerſer- | 
Houſe, he ſet up an unuſual Figure, (v:z,) 
he kept Aſſemblys for Play every 
Night, and a publick Maſquerade every i 
Thurſday, where the Company were enter- | 
tain*d- with the utmoſt appearance of 
Mirth and Gallantry, and not the leaſt 
offer or appearance of Buſineſs, or of any 
Deſign that way. __ 
It may not be remote from the Story 
however to obſerve, that I have been in- 
form'd that there was a certain private 
Room, the Entrance of which was thro? 
one of the withdrawing Rooms, and into 
which ſuch Perſons as were in the Secret 
made 


— 7 


rao , , 2. We 


e 


made their Retreat, as if it had been only 


for Refreſhment; but that having a Clue 
for Admittance, they were preſently in 
the Room; where, without the Ceremony 


of undreſſing, but even in the Habits of 


the Divertiſements, they fell to the Buſi- 


neſs before them; it was faid that here 
| were ſome private Agents from the Court 
of St. Germains, and the Meaſures were 
entred into here to bring a powerful Army 
into the Field, in Order to aſſert the Inte- 
® reſt of the Pretender, and place him upon 
the Throne: Nay, ſome of the Conſe- 
” rences held here, are faid to have gone ſo 
” far, as to concert Meaſures to prevent the 
” Houſe of Hanover ſetting Foot here, in 
Caſe of the Death of the Queen; that the 
& Deſign was to have been firſt of all con- 
© certed fo, that an Army ſhould be ready, 
not only in France, to be ſent over to aſſiſt 
in ſuch an Enterpriſe, but that a great 
| Sum of Money ſhould be depoſited, ready 
to carry on a powerful Armament in the 
{ Pretender's Favour, on ſuch an Emer- © 


gence: That a Commiſſion of Regency 


| ſhould be ſealed to a certain Number 
of Lords, empowering them to act and 


to proclaim the Pretender King, and the 


like, after the Manner of the Act of Set- 
| tlement. 1125 
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86 ] 1 
But, as I have alſo heard, theſe Things 
were all found imperſect and impracticable, 
becauſe none could be found who would 


venture to conſent to have their Names 


in ſuch a Commiſſion ; none would be 
found to take Charge of ſuch a Sum of 
Money; at leaſt, none to whom they 
would be willing to commit ſuch a Truſt: 
So that this Scheme being rejected, another 
every Jot as Chimerical was propoſed, 
( vi.) that a Motion ſhould be made, to 
perſwade the Queen to reſign the Crown 
to him during her Life. | * 
This is the Propoſal of which Monfieur 
Meſzager ſays it was fo ridiculous, that he 
refuſed to charge himſelf with the Nego- | 
tiation of it when he came over, and 
which it ſeems yet, ſome other People flat- 
tered themſelves they had Addreſs enough 
to bring to paſs; and I have been told, that 
the Duke of Shrewsbury was moved by the 
Abbot Gualtier to mention ſuch a Thing to 
her Majeſty ; but the Duke was too pene- 
trating, after all che Cautions of the reſt 


of his Life, to be drawn into ſuch a Snare 


as that: The Account Monſieur Meſnager 
gives of this Part is very entertaining, and 


not foreign at all to the Purpoſe. 


© The Abbot, as I was informed, had IB 

« perſwaded himſelf to believe, that if he 
could get Admittance to a private Con- 
is ' © ference 


E 


K „„ „ e e r=. 


5 : 


vs > Co TT 4g WW 00d tt es 3 mw 4 C0 77 


A «a A A aA «aA & K a 


A 


[81 7 


© ference with the Queen; I fay he fan- 


| © cied, if he had but even Liberty of Speak- 
ing his Mind to her Majeſty, tho' there 


© were others preſent, he ſhould. be able 
to give her ſuch an Account of the dying 


BF Expreſſions of her Father, the late King 


© of England, ſuch Teſtimonies of the pre- 


© ſent King James's being really his Son, and 


of his proteſting his Satisfaction of his be- 
ing born of the Queen's Body, that he 


| © was fatisfied would touch the Queen in ſo 


c ſenſible a manner, as that her Majeſty | 
< would be the leſs able to reſiſt the Argu- 


ments he would bring afterwards to prove, 


© that ſhe could never enjoy the Kingdom 
© of Heaven, without She deliver*d up the 


„Crown to him, whoſe Right it is. 


However, as the Abbot Gualtier was 
charged with other Negotiations than 
this, when he was in England, he had 
room, I ſuppoſe, to fatisfie himſelf, that 
the Method propoſed, if he did propoſe it, 
was impracticable enough. I have heard 
indeed, that he did make the Attempt ; 
but that there was not a Man amongſt 
the Perſons of Publick Buſineſs, who he 
had converſed with, that would bear fo 
much as to ſtay in the Room with him, 
while he talked of it; much leſs under- 
take to give him an opportunity to move 


it to theQueen;nor indeed could he expect 
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our Eccleſiaſticks turn Politicians. 


a 
they ſhould: But thus it often is, when 


Before | went, the King ſent for me, 
and receiving me with an uncommon 
cheerfulneſs, Meſuager, ſays his Majeſty, 
I am putting the Greateſt Piece of Con- 
fidence in you, that is poſſible for any 
Man to be truſted with, and you carry 


the Fortune of France in your Hand: If 


you manage this Point well, you ſerve me, 
and ſave your Country; I need give you 
no other Inſtructions than you have alrea- 
dy, except in two Things. Firſt, as to 
the Secret Demands of Aſſiſtance, in caſe 
the Queen ſhould be inſulted by her own 
Subjects, aſſure her Majeſty, all the For- 


ces of Fance ſhall be at her Service in ſuch 


a Caſe; „And if it may be to render 
her Service, I'll come in Perſon, as old as 
1 am, with a Hundred Thouſand Men 
to ſupport her; I charge you tell her 


- 


theſe very Words. 


“ The other Thing, continued his Ma- 
jeſty, relates to the young King here: It 
will be acceptable to me, if you can ren- 
der him any Service; and eſpecially, if 
you can bring the new Miniſtry and the 
Queen into his Intereit, and make way 
for his being placed on the Throne, after 
the Queen; but remember, if the main 


Affair 


BS... .- 

cc Affair of the Treaty requires it, and the 
« Queen inſiſts upon it, you muſt give him 
« up to his better Fortunes, we muſt not 
« he ruined on his Account; in entendez 
« Jous ? ſays the King twice together, do 
( you underſtand me; I bowed, and told his 
« Majeſty, I perfectiy underſtood his Mind, 
ec and thought alſo, that I ſaw his Intereſt _ 
ce in that particular, and would make both 
« the Rule of my Conduct. 


What iſſue theſe things came to, ho- 
far the French puſht that Affair, and whether 
our People here, like the Duke of Shrewsbary, 
declin'd medling with them, from the meer 
ſenſe of Danger, rather than from want of 
ill will to one ſide, or good will to the 
other. I ſay, how far theſe things went, I 
refer to Meſuager's Account of them; my 
preſent buſineſs being to trace theſe things 
no farther, than as they concern the Duke 
of Shrewsbury. | 1 „ 
It is true, that it was alledged the 
Pretender and his Friends, had great ex- 
pectations from their intereſt, as they 
thought, in the Dyke of Shrewsbary, and 
from the particular intereſt which his Grace 
had in the Queen; but as I muſt do him 
Juſtice in ſuch Cafes; I never found that 


even the Abbot Gallier himſelt, with all 


his Cunning, could ever find in his heart 
: 6 2 to 
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3 [ 84 ] 
to make the Propoſal to the Duke, and 
that he was rather one of them of whom 
Monſieur Meſuager ſays, that he would not 
ſtay in the Room while any body ſhould 


have ſpoken of it. 


My Reaſons for this will appear to be 


juſt, when the Conduct of the Duke in the 


French. Court, and at the Court at St. Ger- 
mains ſhall be conſider'd; and in juſtice 
to the memory of the Duke of Shrewsbary, 
it ought to be obſerv'd, that in all Mon- 


ſieur Meſnager's Account of things here, 


there does not appear the leaſt intimation of 
any Conferences in Favour of the Chevalier, 
between him and the Duke, either directly, 
or under any borrow'd Title, or Name; 
ſince it is eaſie to trace out, by the Cha- 
rafters and Management of the Perſons, 
who every one is that is ſpoken of there. 
Beſides, when theſe things were in tranſ- 
ating, the Duke was not the Man in- 
tended to be ſent on the Embaſſy to Fance, 
but Duke Hamilton, a Perſon who was a- 
vowedly attach'd to the intereſt, and in 


whom the Party repoſed ſuch confidence, 


that a certain Great Perſon here at that 
time, was not backward to ſay, That what 
could not be concerted at Somerſet-Houſe, 
nor at St. James's, would be done with much 
more eaſe at St. Germains, or at Verſailles. 


I will 


L 

I éWill not ſay the Duke was never pre- 

ſent at any of thoſe Conferences at Somer- | 
ſet- Houſe, but I muſt own to believe he 
was not; and that tho? he was a Perſon 
of Honour, and one in whom the Mint- 
ſtry had a very great Confidence, yet they 
knew his cold unactive cautious Temper, 
and determin'd him not to. be a Man the 
beſt qualified to embark in difficult Coun- 
cils ; eſpecially in things of ſuch dan- 
gerous Conſequence as that, and therefore 
J have been aſſured he was never once a- 

mong them. 0. 

It will be the more likely alſo to be true 
that he was not, if we examine the par- 
ticular ſteps taken to try if it was poſſible 

to bring him into meaſures with them af- 
terwards ; I mean at the time when he was 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary in Fance; where 
they found he had not been let into the Se- 
cret at Home, and that he was not capa- 
ble of being let into it Abroad ; bur of 
this preſently, _ TB 
In anſwer to the Extraordinary Em- 
baſſy from France, the Queen appointed 
Duke Hamilton to go her Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary to that Court, in return to the 
Compliment ofCongratulation ſent hither by 
the D. 4 Aumont; the Miniſtry, it was ſaid, 
ſingled out the Duke for that Employment, 
as a Perſon every way ſuitable to the Cha- 
— x: racter 
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racter of the Duke 4" Aumount; as well for 


the Nobility of Extract, and the Antiquity 
of his Family, as becauſe the Name of Ha- 
milton was well enough known in Fance to 
purchaſe a ſuitable reſpect; as for the Per- 
ſons of the Ambaſſadors, they were equally 
reputed Men of Gallantry and Magnifi- 
cence, who did not much attach their heads 
to the fatigue of Buſineſs, and yet were 
capable enough to carry on any ſecret 


Commiſſion they might be entruſted 


with. 

The Queen had another view in this 
Embaſſy, than the Miniſtry; and perhaps 
ſome of the Miniſtry had another view in 
than the Queen; The firſt oblig*d the Duke in 
it, by giving him an opportunity to ſollicit 
the Demands he had in Fance upon the 


Dukedom of Chateau Reignault; a reſerve. 


for which had been made in behalf of the 
Duke at the Treaty of Utrecht; and in 
which the Duke had ſome reaſon to be 


very much oblig'd to the Queen; for never 


was fo favourable a juncture for the Family 
of Hamilton to expect ſatisfaction ; nor were 


the Circumſtances of the Duke ſuch, as not 


to make the relief expected from this oc- 
caſion very ſeaforable, tor his Grace's Mo- 
ther the Dutcheſs Dowager was yet living ; 
tho? he was no leſs than fiity four Years 


of Age; and as ſhe was the Heireſs of the 


Family, 


"Lay 
Family, ſhe kept the Palace of Hamilton, 
and the whole Eſtate from his Grace, ſo 
that except the Eſtate in Staffordſhire, which 
came by his Dutcheſs, who was an Engliſb 
Heirefs alſo, of the Family of Brandon. Ger- 
rard, and brought him a very good Eſtate, 
he had not otherwiſe ſufficient to maintain 
the Figure he made in the World, or to 
live in a Magnificence ſuitable to the 

greatneſs of his Spirit. . 
The Arrears of the Revenue which 
be claim'd as his Due by the Title of 
Duke of Chateau Reignault in France, which 
his Anceſtors enjoy'd, and which the 
Crown of Fance had indeed moſt unjuſtly 
diſpoſſeſs'd the Family of Hamilton of, were 
very conſiderable, and he expected at Jeaft 
a Sum ſufficient for his Occaſions. Some 
ſaid the King of Fance had refolv*d to give 
him a Sum in Bulk, in full Satisfaction for 
all paſt Demands, and that it was no leſs 
than Sixty Thouſand Pounds; and that the 

Title ſhould be reſtor'd to him, with a. 

Penſion of 12000 Livres a Year, inſtead of 

the antient Revenue. | 
As this was the Queen's view, ſo I will 
not ſay but other People might have other 
Views in the Duke's going on this Errand ; 
for as it was well known that the Duke 
Was intirely in the intereſt of the Pretend» 
er, and had been frequent in ſome Con- 
G4 - ſultations, 


1 
r 


.. 
ſultations, tho? not at Somerſet-Houſe, du- 
ring the time the Affairs of that Party were 
in their beſt proſpects; So the principal A- 
gents on that Side promis'd themſelves great 
things from the Duke's Negotiations, when 
he ſhould come to the Court of Hance: 
Whether they had any particular Meaſures 
laid with the Duke in that Matter, we 
cannot well be ſure of; nor will I load the 
Memory of Duke Hamilton with any thing 
upon bare ſurmizes, and Party conjectures; 
the Duke's Enemies did not ſtick to ſay 
he had Inſtructions, and a particular Com- 
miſſion, for entring.into a private Treaty 
with the King of Fance, for carrying on 
the Intereſt of the Pretender, and deſtroy- 
ing the whole Settlement of the Succeſſion 
in England. But this was never entred up- 
on, the Duke not going upon the Errand ; 
nor was any foot-ſtep of the Fact really 
diſcover'd ; and therefore it would be too 
much injuſtice to the Duke's memory, to 
give it any more weight than it will bear, 
(viz.). that of a meer Report raiſed by a 
Party, and carried on by ſuch only as were 
prejudic*d:at him, on account of his being 
ſuppos'd to be in that Intereſt, 

Be that as it will, it is certain the Court 
of France appear'd to be very much diſap- 
pointed, when they receiv'd the News of 
the Death of Duke Hamilion; as if ſome 

T —- Meaſures, 


To ͤ . 
Meaſures, which they had a more than or- 
dinary Dependance upon, were entirely bro- 
ken: nor were they at all made Amends 
by the appointing the Duke of Shrewsbury 
for his Succeſſor; which, by the way, ſeems 
to offer ſomething in Favour of thoſe who 
affirm, that the Queen her ſelf had no 
Share in the Councils which were then on 
Foot againſt the Succeſſion, at leaſt, had no 
View towards the Pretender, in her ſing- 
ling out Duke Hamilton for her Ambaſſa- 
dor to France; for if ſhe had, ſhe would 
never have put ſo effectual a Stop to it, as 
| was done by appointing the Duke of 
F Shrewsbary to be his Succeſſor ; who, as he 
' was a Perſon no Way agreeable to the French 
Court, fo he was alſo a declared Oppoſer 
of the Pretender's Intereſt on many Ac- 
counts. 1 „„ 

As the Pretender's Party here alſo ap- 
peared inconſolable upon the News of the 
Death of Duke Hamilton, who was killed in 
4 Duel with the Lord Mohun, but a few Weeks 
before he ſhould have ſet out on his Embaſſy to 
France; So they appeared afterwards per- 
fectly diſconcerted, and all? their Meaſures 
broken, when they heard the Queen had, 
even contrary to the Advice and Endea- 
vours of ſoffle very near her Majeſty, re- 
fuſed to ſend the Earl of - , a Per- 
{oh as warmly attached to the Pretender 
and his Intereſt, as could be deſired; and had 
named 
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named the Duke of Shrewsbary for the Ho- 
nour of that Employment: And this they 
gave for a Reaſon. why, when the Duke 
came to the Court of France, though 
he was received with all the Cere- 
mony and Compliment imaginable, and 
with the Appearance of great Satisfaction 
in that polite Court; yet it ſoon appear'd 
to be little more than Grimace, and the 
Duke found himſelf perfectly neglected, 
and as it were forgotten, after a little while, 
as a Perſon they had little more to ſay to, 
than to hear what he had to ſay, give him 
a How d' ye, and a Thazk ye for his Miſtreſs, 
and fo let him have Leave to go Home 


| again, 


I know ſome People here made another 
Uſe of this cold Carriage of the Court of 
France to the Duke, and would needs have 
it be a Signification of the Jow Price the 
French put upon the E-2liſh or Britiſh Court 


and Nation in general; who, they having 


nom dup'd us into a Peace, Which had dif- 

uſted all our Allies, were now in more 
need of their Aſſiſtance to ſupport our own 
Meaſures - againſt the Parties at Home, 
than they were in before of our Aſſiſtance 
to rid their Hands of an 1nſupportable 
War; and that having the Ezglih Mini- 
ſtry now at their. Mercy, they uſed them 
as Suppliants, &c. = 


But 


ä 
But I ſee no Ground to be of this Opi- 
nion, ſeeing it is a Miſtake to think the 
French Court had no more need of the Ser- 
TY vices or Aſſiſtance of the Court of Great 
Britain, for the carrying them thro? the reſt 
of the Negotiations which were ſtill behind, 
or that they would venture ſo ſoon to af- 
front thoſe Men, who had been fo ſervice- 
able to their Intereſt juſt before; and who 
might, .if diſguſted, eaſily unravel it again, 
and rekindle the Flame of the War, which 
was not yet quite extinguiſh'd in Europe, 
and might ſtill be made very dangerous to 
France. | 
However, it is certain that the Duke was 
not entertain'd in France as he expected; that 
all the Confidences and the Conferences in 
Matters of Buſineſs with the Court of Great 
© Britain were managed another way; and 
that even during his Reſidence there, the 
{ Miniſters of Fance enter'd into no man- 
ner of Buſineſs with him, but ſent all their 
| Diſpatches directly to their private Agents 
in England; this, I think, is too well known 
to admit any Diſpute; yet *ts own'd they 
ſhewed him all the Civilities and Ceremo- 
nies that their Court is ſo famous for pre- 
ſerving; only a Coldneis and Strangeneſs 
in Matters of Council, and in Affairs of 
Secreſie. | 
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[ 92 ] : 
The Duke was too penetrating not to 
ſee this, and yet too wiſe to let them per. 
ceive that he took any Notice of it ; but 


it gave him a Surfeit of the Fench Court, iſ 


and made him ever after leſs a Friend to 


them than he had been before; and per. 


haps, if there had been any Room for it 
in the ſhort Time of the Queen's Reign, 
he might have found ſome Opportunity il 
to have ſhewn his Reſentment to Monſieur 
Torcy in a more effectual manner than they i 
expected. EO = 

I have heard that Endeavours were | 
uſed from the Court of St. Germains, to 
ſound the Bottom of the Duke's Inclina- 
tions, and to ſee if it was poſſible to bring 
him to other Meaſures, and to make way | 
for the Freedom of Conference, which they 
had deſigned, and which the Want of was 
ſo great a Diſappointment to them; But 
it would not do, they found him cold and 
diffident, and perſectly inflexible; fo that 
they found there was no Room to fix any 
Confidence of any Kind whatſoever upon 
a Man, who appear'd not only wary and 


jealous with Reſpe& to himſelf, and to the 


laſt Degree reſerved, but ſeemed to watch 
for ſomething from them, as if he wanted 
Intelligence of their Affairs to ſerve another 


| Tntereſt ; after they had therefore tried all 


the Ways poſhble to break in upon him, 
but found it impracticable, they entred 
upon 


* , 


1 


to o cauſe all the Slight and Neglect to be 
. put upon him at Court that could confift 


ith the Decency due to the Queen, who 


he came from; and ſuch as was ſufficient 
br to let the Queen know, that _— they 
. Nvere very glad of the Honour of her Am- 
M. baſſadour Extraordinary being at their 


ourt, yet that they had rather ſhe ſhould 
have ſent any other Perſon than the Duke 
of Shrewsbary. 4 <2 20 
There is no doubt but as this made the 
Neceſſity the Duke had for ſtaying there leſs 


14 


him the more deſirous of taking his Leave; 


that although they ſhewed all the Signs of 
Kindneſs and Affection for the Perſon of the 
Queen, and ſpoke with all imaginable Di- 
ſtinction of the Miniſters of State in England, 
Pet that as to his Grace, it was a particular 
Patisfaction to them, that he had no Occaſion 
wiey any . 1 7 man 
1 The Duke however was wiſe enough to 
diſſemble the Diſtaſt he took at this; and as 

he diſcovered no Uneaſineſs about it there, 
F fo he made no Complaints of it when he 
came here; tho' it is true, he owed them the 

1 Remembrance of it as long as he liv'd: But 
| there were other Ways by which this became 
7 Jas publick here as there; for they who _ 
| their 


pon another Kind of Management, (v.) 


than otherwiſe would have been, ſo it made 


Fand it was ſaid, that at his Audience of Leave 
he had many Occaſions given him of ſeeing 
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their Ends to ſerve . in ſhewing the Duke 
ſo much Contempt Abroad, failed not to 


let their Friends at Home know of it; put- 


ting it artfully into the Mouths of the ſe- 
veral Parties, who made Uſe of it as their 
reſpective Deſigns led them, but every Way 
to his Prejudice. 3 

Some alledged he had maltreated ſome of 
the Miniſters of State in France, and dil. 
guſted the King himſelf by ſome Reflecti- 
ons made there upon the Treaty of Com- 
merce, and upon the Article of the Renunci- 
ations; that he had gone beyond his Com- 


- 


miſſion, and had entred into Diſcourſe of 


the Hardſhips upon the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and other nice Things which had already 
been ſtruggled with in Eng/and, and which 
gave Diſtaſt to the French Court ; but he 


knew himſelf too well for that; and the 


only Reaſon of his being received with leſs 


Diſtinction in Fraxce was, becauſe, as above, 


he declin'd upon every Attempt made to 
introduce thoſe Things; I ſay, he declin d 


them entirely, would not enter into any 


ſerious Diſcourſe, much leſs into any Confi- 
dence with the French Court upon thoſe 
Heads mentioned above; Not that | can ſay 
he had any particular Averſion to the Inte- 
reſt, but his unſhaken Reſolution of entring 


into no Dangers, and of running no Hazards 


for any Party whatſoever, kept him from n 
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1 
and made him preſerve the Diſtance between 
all Parties, which gave him the Misfortune 
of being little depended upon by either Side; 
it is true, both the Parties courted him on 
all Occaſions, but it was rather to keep 
their Oppoſers from influencing him, -than 
from any Hope they had of bringing him to 
eſpouſe heartily their Intereſt in all its Turns, 
1 of good or bad Fortune. 

This Indifference appearing in his Conduct 
in France, as it had before done in England, 
made a certain Miniſter in France write over 
to England to a Friend in the Fngliſh Court, 
to 2. what amphibious Creature, as he 
called the Duke, her Majeſty had ſent them 
over, of whom, my Lord, ſays he, I have 
only this to lay, That he is indeed neither for 
as, or againſt us, but in Jhort is 2 for vo- 
thing, 
The Court of France — long with 
him, and left no Method uneſſay'd to aſſure 
him to them, but in vain; ſo that at laſt 
having no Buſineſs with him, as they might 


ſay, they e en let him alone; when he came 


to Court, they gave him Court Uſage ; he had 


all the Honour done him that they thought his 


due, and all thoſe Ceremonies which the 
French Court are fo free of, and which coſts 


them little: But as to the reſt ,very few viſited 


him, they entred into no Diſcourſes with him; 

when they did, it was perhaps but of Trifles; 

the Comedy's, th? CRIT s, the Difference 
be- 
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between our Stage and theirs, the Dancing, 
the Muſick, and the like, and ſo took their 
Leave; when he returned the Viſit, it was 
the ſame; and I have been told, that one of 
the Miniſter's of State always received the 
| Ambaſſador'sViſits at theTea-Table among the 
Ladies, tho' at the ſame Time it was known, 
the Duke was no amorous Man, or much 
affected the Society of the Women. 
It is true, my Lady Dutcheſs went with 
him upon this Embaſly ; and had her Grace 
had any ſeparate Commiſſion, no doubt ſhe 
might have diſcharged it more to the liking 
of the Court of France, than the other; 
whether it would have been equally agree- 
able at Home, is not the Caſe. | 

However, as this was an Embaſſy rather 
of Compliment than of Buſineſs, - this Reſerve 
which the Duke of Shrewsbury uſed, was no 
way prejudicial to the Errand he went about; 
it was only a Diſappointment to the Friends 
of the Pretender both in Britain and in 
France, who were in great Expectations of 

ſomething extraordinary at this Time; and 
ir made them the more ſenſible of the Loſs 
they had in the Death of Duke Hamilton; 
of whoſe Friendſhip to that Intereſt they 
were well aſlured, * who beſides had ſuch 
an Intereſt to puſh on there for himſelf, 
that it was in the Power of the King of 
France entirely to ſecure him, and engage him 
to any Thing. | 

The 


RE. 4 
The Whigs in England made other Con- 
eluſions from what they obſerved of this 
Coldneſs between the Duke and thè French 
Court; perhaps not ſo well entring into the 
Secret of it as other People; for they con- 
ſtrued it to be a Contempt of the Queen, 
and the whole Exgliſo Nation: That the 
French having made their Advantage of the 
Britiſh Miniſters, and brought themſelves, 
by the Subtilty of their Negotiations, out 
of the Danger they were in, were now in 
a Poſture to laugh at the Folly and Knave- 
ry of thoſe that had ſerv'd them; and that 
they treated the whole Government of Bi- 
tain, as a Sharper does a Cully when he has 
got his Money, (vz.) with Banter and Ri- 
dicule, as a Fool and worth nothing: Now 
it might be true that the French had Rea- 
ſon to laugh, as we aſuafly call it, in their 
Sleeves, to ſee with what Addreſs they had, 
by the Treaty of Peace, ſecured the Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown of Spain to- King Philip; and 
how they had buftoon'd the Houſe of Auſtria 


on the other Hand; yet the Court of France 


had too much Policy to let us perceive their 
ſecret Joy on that Account; nor could they 
be ſaid to carry it thus to the Duke on 
that Account for ſeveral Reaſons; and this, 
in particular, (viz.) that they had many 
Uſes ſtill to make of the late Treaty of 
Peace, in which they might very probably 
Rand in need of the Friendſhip of the __ 
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ES... 
and the Britiſb Nation; and without whoſe 
Aſſiſtance they could not carry on their 
Deſigns ;_ as particularly, for the reſtoring 
the King of Sweden in the North, whoſe 
Intereſt France eſpouſed; and who, had not 
the Queen died, would not perhaps have 
been driven fo compleatly out of all his 
Poſſeſſions in Germany, as has ſince been 
done, | 5 
But theſe Things are foreign to my Pur- 
poſe ; I return to the Duke: The Coldneſs 
which happened between him and fome of 
the great People in France, and of which we 


had ſo many extravagant Accounts, was, 


as above, purely from the Duke's carrying 
it ſo coldly, and with ſuch a reſolved Indif- 


ference in the Caſe abovementioned, which 


perhaps at that Time was no more accept- 
able to ſome at Home, than it was to others 
Abroad, | 

There happened little more in all the 
Time of his Stay Abroad worth Notice; the 
Reſidence of an extraordinary Ambaſſadour 
is ſeldom long, tne Compliments being over; 
and the Court of France perceiving, as 1 
have ſaid, that he would enter upon no Bu- 


ſineſs but Compliments, they loaded him 


plentifully with that Sort, being the ſame he 
brought, and let him go Home again. 

When he came Home he found the Mini- 
ſtry here all to Pieces, and that in the moſt 
fooliſh and unaccounteble Manner imaginable; 

| brcak- 


[ 99 ] 
breaking with one another for meer tri- 
fles, and carrying on thoſe Breaches to 
ſuch heighths, with ſuch animoſities, and 
ſo irreconcilable in their Temper one to 
another, that it was eaſie to ſee they 
would let the Whigs, who they had, as one 
might ſay, entirely ſubdued, wring the Vi- 
Qory quite out of their Hands again. 

The new Managers had carried their 
Points in every thing they puſh'd at ; the 
Whigs were diſtanc'd upon all Occaſions, 
as well in Elections of Members without 
doors, as in Votes within doors; the pub- 
lick Credit was riſing again, Loans came 
in freely, the South-Sea Company appear'd 
erected by the meer ſtrength of the Lord 
Treaſurer's application, and began to flou- 
riſh, ſo that the very Whigs themſelves, 
who had for a time obſtinately oppoſed 
its Settlement, came into it, and lajd out 
immenſe. Sums in buying the Stock, till 
indeed at laſt they bought the Party, who 
ſet it up, out of Door. And in all other 
Caſes, the new Miniſtry prevail'd, even to 
their Hearts content, had they not in the 
middle of their Proſperity laid themſelves 
open to their Enemies, and put their own 
Hands to their own deſtruction. 

I need not go far in following the new 
Eſtabliſhment of theſe Men, till I ſhall 
find them all running into confuſion and 

- 09 diſtra- 
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"on. 
diſtraftion among themſelves, having paſt 
the bounds of their Original Schemes, and 
having not one Perſon among them capable 
of — — the career of their Paſſions 
in this; whoever reads what I have ſaid 
of the wary cautious Temper of the Duke 
of Shremsbury, will not think it ſtrange when 
J fay that they left the Duke behind them, 
out of breath in his Politicks, and not able 
to hold pace with them : Nay, not Mr. 
Ha, — then rais'd to the Dignity.of a Peer, 
having the Staff and Garter, and other 
accumulated Favours heaped upon him; 
yet he could neither check their career, or 
keep pace with them in their wild excur- 

ſions from their own Schemes, but was at 
length oblig'd to leave them alſo. 
This was the time when, as I obſerv'd, 
the other part of the New Managers join*d 
in with the Jacobite intereſt in the Houſe 
of Commons, and indeed every where elſe, 
for ſupporting themſelves againſt the Whigs, 
and uponwhom the Jacobites ſo far encroach'd 
in the Management, that it has been ſaid, 
but how true I know not, that they en- 
rred into a ſerious Negotiation with the 
ſaid new Managers for reſtoring the Pre- 
tender, even by Name; and as I have 
heard, propos'd it openly to ſome very 
near the Queen, tho? we never heard it 
prov'd that the Queen had enter'd into 
any 


10 
any meaſures about it; or that any of the 
Miniſtry were ſo hardy as to offer it to her 
Majeſty, or to own that it had been of- 
fer'd to them; and the Duke of Shrewsbary 
was of Opinion, that the Queen would have 
receiv'd it with the utmoſt reſentment; 
tho? others again inſinuated the contrary ; 
and that the chief reaſon of the great diſ- 
content taken with ſome People was, that 
they would not proceed in the intereſt 
without her, and take it for granted, that 
ſhe would acquieſce in whatever was done 
of that kind; being willing to have it done, 
tho? it was not convenient to appear in the 
doing it. But theſe People carry their 
account of this matter farther than I have 
ever yet found they had any Authority to 
do, or could produce any foundation for, 
Upon all theſe Occaſions I am told, that 
as the Duke ſaw farther into things than 
many of the. reſt, even of the moſt pene- 
trating of the Times, ſo he never would 
liſten to any of thoſe things which favour'd 
the intereſt of the Jacobite Party; that is 
ro ſay, ſo favour'd it, as to propoſe mea- 
ſures for the ſetting on foot the Schemes of 
the Jacobites, ſome of which were indeed 
prepoſterous Errors, particularly thoſe 
whimſical Notions of the Queen's reſigning 
to him in her Life; as if Princes ſeated on 
the Throne, and poſſeſs'd with the Power 
„ of 
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of Government, would diveſt themſelves in 


meer reſpect to the wrong done another 


Perfon ; which wrong, if it were to be ſup- 


poſed ſo, was not the Queen's Act and 
Deed, but the Parliaments; who entail'd the 
Inheritance upon her in Bar of the Remain- 
ders by Lineal Deſcent on account of the 
Abdication, c. But it is thought by 
thoſe who knew perfectly the Duke's incli- 
nations, that whatever his Principles in 
Government and Succeſſion might be as 
to the right, yet he always appear'd averſe 
to the leaſt motion that way, becauſe he 
was averſe to the embaraſſments which he 
foreſa would attend it, and becauſe he ſaw 
clearly nothing could be effected of that 
kind, I mean of the Pretender, without in- 

volving Great Britain in a bloody, a cruel, 
and a tedious War, and bringing that War 


home to our own Doors. My Author, 


from whom I receiv'd this Account, and 
Who was more intimate with the Duke in 
this particular than J pretend to have been, 
will have it be, that the Duke had no in- 
clination at all to that intereſt, and that 


he did not fall back at that time from the 


apprehenſions only of the diſmal confuſions 
it would bring to the Country in general, 
but from an averſion to the Cauſe it ſelf. 
But I will not carry it fo far, or deter- 
mine meerly in fayour to his Character 


againſt 


1 
againſt any thing, but leave it undeter- 
min'd, as I find it; only this juſtice is 
due to his memory, viæ. that I do not find 
any one Action of his Life that looks like a 
deſign in favour of the Pretender. 

It is certain however, that he ſtood off, 
neither was he, as my Author declares from 
his own Mouth, ſo much as once at the 
Conferences which it is ſaid as above, were 
held at Somerſet- Houſe, during the Maſque- 
rades there, in the time the Duke a' Aumont 
reſided there; nor could he be perſuaded to 
go by any means. „ 
As to ſome more ſecret Conferences 

which were held with Monſieur Meſaager, 
or with the Abbot Gaaltier before that time, 
and before the concluſion of the Peace, nay, 
I ſhould have ſaid before the Congreſs at 
T/trecht, T make no doubt but he was a 
principal Agent, at leaſt in digeſting the 
Concluſions which were made there; and 

indeed the Queen was fo well pleas'd to 

have him always in thoſe Councils, that he 
could not avoid it; and I have heard that 
he was in the ſecret Meetings which the 
late Earl of Jerſey ſo long managed with 
the ſaid Meſnager; wherein the part which 
Great Britain ſhould take in that great Af. 
fair of the Treaty then at hand was de- 
bated, and all the Meaſures of that difficult 
Affair of the Peace was concerted. 

5 | IH 4 | The 
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The good underſtanding which always 
was between the Duke and the Earl of 
Ox——then Lord Treaſurer, was never in- 
I terrupted, as I can learn, by all the af- 
= | fronts which even the reſt of the Miniſters 
iN put upon that Earl in the latter part of that 
Reign ; and the Foundation they both went 
upon, ſeem'd to be from the ſamePrinciples, 
only that the Duke had not the enterpri- 
zing Diſpoſition which the Earl had; who 
nevertheleſs was ſaid at laſt to ruin all the 
Scheme by the ſame indolence, without the 
ſame prudence for his own preſervation ; 
for certainly had the Earl applied himſelf 
4 with the ſame Vigor to the laſt, with 
4 which he laid the foundation of the great 
! 
, 


Change, his Enemies had never been able 
to fupplant him. But as the Duke mana- 
ged it, he always ſav'd himſelf, tho' he 

4 faiPd for want of Courage to puſh his own 

4 ' Intereſt : I fay fail'd of advancing his For- 

| tunes as he might have done, and as other 

1 Men in his Place would certainly have 

done, by the unhappineſs of his own Tem- 

per, abhorring, and with an invincible re- 
luctance avoiding the weight of Buſineſs, 
and the cumber of attendance upon the 


harry ne 
—— ͤ rt 


Court. N 2 | 
During the Negotiations of the Peace 

indeed he was more active than was his 

- ordinary cuſtom; for he was very zealous 
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E 
on one hand to have 4 Peace perſected, 
and on the other hand, he was no leſs warm 
to have it accepted by the whole King- 
dom, as a Peace ſuited to the Circum- 
ſtances of the Times, honourable, and ad- 
vantageous. This laſt indeed was a diffi- 
cult Task, and what he found impractica- 
ble; tho' it was his Opinion, it was more 
from the popularity of the oppoſition to it, 
than from the real defect of the Scheme 
upon which it was propoſed; and not a 
little from the want of Vigor and Concert 
in the Managers, who about this time be- 
gan to ſeparate in their Views, and ta 
counteract one another, reproaching one 
another with ill Conduct, almoſt indeed as 
warmly as their Enemies. 5 
This at laſt grew up to an entire want 
of Confidence in one another, and from 
thence to ſecret Steps for the ſupplanting 
one another in the Queen's Favour; a thing, 
which as it was fatal to themſelves at laſt, 
ſo it was really diſtracting to the Queen 
her ſelf; and it is ſcarce to be queſtioned, 
but that as far as ſuch things can be in- 
ſtrumental to our fate, they had their 
ſhare in the diſmal Cataſtrophe which 
fell upon us all in a very little time after ; 
I mean in the ſuddain Sickneſs and Death 
of the Queen; an Event as unexpected by 
any of them, as fatal to all of them. 
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It was the Duke's Fate, perhaps to the diſ- 
advantage of both the new Parties at Court, to 


be abroad upon the Embaſly at Fance, when 


thoſe Quarrels at home began; or at leaſt 
when they began firſt to break out more 
publickly than ordinary; and tho' when 
they came to extremity, he was no Man 
for medling, yet as he was always a Man 


of moderate Councils, had he been here at 


the beginning, he might perhaps have kept 
them in better Temper, and maintain'd 
the Underſtanding among them longer. 
But when he came Home, it was too far 
gone, and he did little but look on with 
the ſame indifference that he uſed to do, 
when things look'd dangerous. Not but 
that he concern'd himſelf at firſt, I mean 
upon his firſt arrival from Fance, to accom- 
modate things among them, if poſſible. 

I muſt confeſs, the Duke ſeem'd to me, 


to have been the only Man, who was ef- 


fectually touch'd with a ſenſe of the ill 
conſequences of theie Breaches, and who 
with plainneſs and too much foreſight of 
the Event, told them, as ſoon as he came 
from France, and perceiv'd what a length 
they were gone, how effectually they 
were bent to reſtore the Whigs, and de- 


ſtroy themlelves. As to the Queen's Death, 
that, as above, could not be foreſeen or 1ma- 


gin'd by any of them; for tho? it is true, 
1 — her 


[ 107 J * 
her Majeſty had been indiſpoſed before, as 
particularly with the Gout, and a Flt or 
two of an Ague, yet as upon the applica- 
tion of proper Remedies, thoſe Diſtempers 
were abated, it was the obſervation of ma- 
ny, that the Queen was in a good ſtate of 
Health; and Dr. Arbathaot, a Scots-man; 
her Majeſtles chief Phyſician, took the 
freedom to ſay, Her Majeſty was in a bet- 
ter ſlate of Health, than ſhe had been at any 
time for ſome Years before. * 
This therefore I ſay was out of the Caſe, 
for the Duke could not ſuggeſt 'any thing 
of theQueen's Life being in any danger ; but 
he frequently took occaſion to repreſent 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs to the divided 
People in the Miniſtry, how naturally they 
were paving the way to the ruin of their 
Party, and to the reſtoration of the Whigs. 
The Truth is, there was but too much 
room for his ſuggeſting theſe things; for the 
Animoſities berween the new Managers 
ſoon after grew up to ſuch a height, that 
it even exceeded thoſe formerly between 
them and the old ones; and the Lord Trea- 
ſurer was as incompatible in all his meaſures 
with the Lord Chancellor, and the Viſ- 
count Boling----as ever they were with the 
Lord Treaſurer Godolphin, and the Duke 
of Marlborough. What the reaſons of this 
| Breach were, is a Diſpute too * 
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theſe Memoirs to enter into; nor will I 

diſtinguiſh, as ſome have done, (Vis.) that 

ſome were reſolv'd upon — into the 
e 


preſent Eſtabliſhment, and for 


tting up 


the Pretender on the Throne, and others 


againſt it. But I rather think, as my 


Lord 


Duke often ſaid, that they had taken ſome 
wrong ſteps, and began to be providing ta 
| ſhift off the weight from one to another. 
W hat thoſe wrong ſteps were, have too 
evidently appear*d ſince; and I care not 
to make theſe Memoirs an Enquiry into 
the Conduct on either Side. But this 
is certain, that as they lay open on one 
ſide, more than on the other, ſome who 
had too open an Hand in the particular 
Negotiations, appear'd at laſt leſs able to 


ſtand the Teſt in Parliament, than 


thoſe 


who perhaps had more Hand in the Ori- 
gina! Contrivance of it. And this is given 


or a Reaſon why that, as they alledg'd 


before, the one acted with more reſerve 
than the other; ſo the reſerve proved by 
far the wiſer Conduct of the two; and he 
that acted with reſerve, ventur'd to ſtay, 
and offer'd himſelf to Trial upon the 


warmeſt Impeachment that has 


been 


| known for ſome Ages; whereas the others 


were oblig'd, for want of the fame 


Cau- 


tion, to ſeek their ſafety in a voluntary 


Flight, and have the misfortune to 


have 
that 


Ct 
that Flight be a compleat Baniſhment, 
without much proſpe&t of a return, at 
leaſt not yet. | SE 
But the Duke of Shrewsbary in all theſe 
Councils, and in all the Negotiations at- 
_ tending them, of which he had not only ſo 
great a ſhare, but even in ſome Caſes the 

rincipal direction, yet by his exceedin 
ee er to be employ*d, or advanc'd, 
he had the happineſs to ſtand in the mid- 
dle between the two Parties; and when 
the Queen was dead, and his preſent Ma- 


jeſty took Poſſeſſion of the Crown, he had 


the Happineſs neither to be accuſed, or 
employ'd. — 

It is true, he was found poſſeſs'd of the 
Staff, he was ſo when the Queen dy'd, 

and was oblig'd to hold it till the King 
arriv'd ; but it was then but a very little 
time before he reſign'd, or at leaſt ſigni- 
fy'd his deſire to do ſo, without being in 
the leaſt male-content, or giving the Go- 
vernment the leaſt reaſon to receive or en- 
tertain any prejudice againſt his Conduct, 
till ſome time afterward. 
But to go back to the Breaches among 
the old Miniſtry of Queen ANNE; the 
good Advice given them by the Duke of 
Shrewsbury, the Warnings which he faith- 
ſully repeated to them, of the fatal conſe. 
quences of their miſunderſtandings, could 


not. 


W * ä a — : | | - 
* . G2 0 aer EU ne RR. ks > 5 p hs rt * gs —>— EEE . Cn TEM W * 
* * — - 5A a ! . 4 n 3 FY Neis, p 6 * n 2 4 i. . 7 af : 79 As »» iy 2 n * 
N e e e Prout * * * . *, 4 N 5 D — 4 — * ? * 
9 — W 2 n 1 r 0 2 "LY, ag tb uo ey Kam e ä „ 


3 » 9 $49, _—— 
he "_ "> 


* — * * . 1 233 Is. r 5 
nd COTE LON oy ES one * 


rr oy: ©, ks SE ee lee WE ERR 
4 4 * a * N * 9 10 


— mT oma — 
5 * — 


E 
not prevail with them to abate any thing 
of their Reſentments, or to come to any 
accommodation with one another; neither 
could the Duke make himſelf ſo much a 
Mediator between them, as he deſir'd to 
be; fo that he ſoon gave them over to a& 


as they thought fit. 


It is true, the Queen her ſelf preſs'd 


him to ſee if poſſible he could bring them 


to any tolerable underſtanding with one 


another; her Majeſty being exceedingly 
diſcompos'd about it. But either Side in- 


ſiſted ſo warmly upon their own juſtifica- 
tion, and reproach'd the other ſo much 
with ill Conduct, or ill Deſign, that it 
ſeem'd impoſſible to do any thing that 
ſhould effectually reconcile them; but the 

Animoſities every day encreaſed the flame, 
and every day they made long Repreſenta- 


tions to the Queen, one on one Side, and 


one on the other, againſt their Conduct al- 
ternatively; ſo that the Affairs at Court 
for ſome time ſeem'd to be in the utmoſt 

Confuſion. 1 5 
Theſe things gave the Duke great unea- 
ſineſs; and particularly as that the Queen 
expected from him, that by his influence 
with both Parties, he ſhould bring them 
to ſome accommodation, which yet he 
could never do; and yet, which is moſt 
ſtrange, and as the Duke oſten obſerv'd, it 
was 


ues 

was ſcarce ever known to this day what 
they differ'd about, what End any one 
drove as injurious to the other, only that 
they did not act in concert with one ano- 
ther, as their Duty and the publick good 
call'd them to do; and indeed in regard of 
their Duty they ought to have done. 

The Duke therefore had no more to do, 
but to let her Majeſty know, that all re- 
conciliation between them was impracti- 
cable, and not to be expected; that to 
continue them in their Stations while they 

were thus divided, would be to bring all 
her Affairs into diſtraction, and that the 
publick Safety oblig'd her Majeſty to ex- 
erciſe her Authority, to prevent the miſ- 
chievous Conſequences which would at- 
tend ſuch Breaches; and therefore ſeeing her 
Servants, could not agree in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government, and other Affairs, 
ſhe muſt think of diſmiſſing them, and 
taking in ſome Hands that could better 
Govern themſelves in their Offices, and in 
whoſe Hands the publick Affairs would go 
on with leſs interruption. But this was a 
piece of deſperate Advice, as things then 
| ſtood; for it was not every Hand could 
ſupport the Queen's intereſt againſt the. 
Whigs, as they were then warm and agi-, 
rated by the oppoſition which they had 
met with from the Miniftry, and to have 
| chang*d 
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were in great perplexity, when at length 


L 112 J 


have been done, without the Queen's Sa- 
crificing her Friends to them. Nor would 
her Majeſty hear of that upon any terms; 
I mean, not of going back to the Party 
which ſhe had thrown off; believing, as 
ſome daily inſinuated, that ſhe muſt be 


content to enter into meaſures directly 


contrary to thoſe now lay*s, and deſtroy all 
the fruits of Peace, which ſhe had ſo much 
built her Hopes upon ; renewing the War, 
which:ſhe abhorr'd, and involving her Sub- 
jects in Blood and Ruin a third time, when 
ſhe had brought Peace juſt home to the 
Door, 1”. 

The next Medium to this was, to en- 
Juire into the Strife between the Mini- 
os, and examine which of them the 
Queen ought to adhere to, and which not ; 
in particular regarding as well the juftice 
of their pretenſions, as the probable Suc- 
ceſs which either Side might expect in pro- 
ſecuting what they propoſed for her Ma- 
jeſties intereſt, In a word, this was a 
Task apter to bring a Mediator into ha- 
tred of both Sides, than to iffue in an 


Accommodation, and not the Queen only, 
but even all thoſe who had a ſincere re- 
ſpect for her, and for the ſupport of her 


Adminiſtration, as it was then ſettled, 
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| {ay 
it was iſſued in that great and unexpected 
turn of the Lord Treaſurer Ha—'s reſign- 
ing the Staff. 1 2 
Whether it was the powerful oppoſition 
which was made againſt the Treaſurer by 
the other Party in the Miniſtry, that diſ- 
oſſeſs d him; or whether, as his Friends 
alledg*d, he laid down, becauſe he faw 
Meaſures entring upon, which he could 
not comply with, is not my buſineſs here; 
but certain it is, that he laid down with a 
firm reſolution to overthrow all the Schemes 
of the Management which was then en- 
tred upon ; and faiPd not to let her Ma- 
jeſty know, that by the Meaſures which 
would be now laid before her, thoſe Men 
would embarraſs her Affairs in a very It- 
tle while, and bring themſelves into ſuch 
inſuperable difficulties, as would expoſe 
their Weakneſs, and bring her Ma- 
jeſty to the neceſſity of taking other Mea- 
ſures. Eo _ 
There were long Harangues publiſhed 
ſoon after, which they ſaid were made on 
every fide to the Queen, (Vir. ) on the one 
ſide to recommend, and on the other ſide 
to expoſe the new Party; but they were 
diſown'd by the Perſons whoſe Names 
were adjoyn'd to them; fo I ſhall not en- 
ter into that part. Be it as it will, the 
Treaſurer reſign'd, and the Queen appear'd 
126 1 e 
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in greater Tranquillity at parting with him 
than formerly; and it was for ſome time 
a great Enquiry to whom that valuable 
Preſent would be made. | | 
The Duke of Shremsbury ſtood Neuter in 
this Strife, as to any viſible eſpouſing ei- 
ther one Side or other; having long im- 
poruna tely mov'd them reſpectively to 
an Accommodation, as before. But as he 
was the only Perſon, which, it might be ſaid, 


the Queen conſulted in the Change that 


might be ſaid to be indifferent between 
both; and as either Side ſeem'd to acknow- 
ledge him the fitteſt Perſon, by making ta- 
Cit, if not open Hints of recommendation 
to the Queen in his favour; and as it were 
making Court to him, by ſtriving to ap- 


pear forward in his intereſt, the Queen 


took them at their Words, and gave the 
Duke of Shrewsbary the White Staff, decla- 
ring him Lord High Treaſurer of Great 
Britain. 1 

Notwithſtanding the Satisfaction that all 
Sides pretended in this ſtep the Queen had 
taken, it was apparent ſome were very 
much diſappointed; whether it was that 
every one expected it for himſelf or not, 
J do not ſay; but as they knew he 
was no Man of fire, and would not enter 
into any of the bold ſtroaks they were to 


take, would not be a match to encounter 
3 | with 


. 
with the attempts which they expected 
would be made by the Earl of Ox---74, for 
the overthrowing their Schemes, and en- 
ſnaring them in their Meaſures; and at 
beſt would be a pull back to them on all 
occaſions, in puſhing the deſigas they had 
in their view. „ r 
This perplext them in the very firſt ſteps 
they had to take, and the late diſmiſg'd 
Treaſurer began to treat them in the 
manner they had deſerv'd from him, (vix.) 
as Men not equal to the Work they had 
undertaken, and who would of courſe, in 
a few days, ſink under the weight of the 
Government which they had ſo long co- 
veted to have within their own Manage- 
ment. JT. | 5 
But Providence, and its inevitable De- 
crees, took all this Work out of their 
Hands; for in a manner equally ſurprizing 
to all her Subjects A broad, but terrible as 
a Clap of Thunder to theſe People within 
doors ; her Majeſty was taken with a vio- 
lent Fit of an Apoplexy ; which, with 
the concurrence of other Diſtempers, re- 
duced her to the laſt Extremity, and in a 
very few days carried her off; for ſhe died 
the firſt of Auguſt, 1713. 
By this unexpected Event, the Duke of 
Shrewsbary found himlelf ſtrangely en— 
- gaged inan Intereſt, and in a hurry of Bu- 
. 23 > ſineſs, 
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„ 
ſineſs, which he had never much inclina- 
tion to; but was now under an abſolute 
neceſſity of carrying on, even whether he 
would or no; for he neither could decline 
the Place, or the Conſequences of it ; one 
of which was, that he was of courſe made 
one of the Lords of the Regency; for be- 
ſides that his Grace was eſpecially nomina- 
ted and appointed by King George in his 
Commiſſion of Regency, in the Terms of 


the Act of Settlement, He was alſo one 


of them by Virtue of his Office of Lor 
High Treaſurer. 
It is not material to his Hiſtory, to en- 
ter into the Particulars of the King's co- 
ming to the Crown, the ſending Perſons 
over to the King, to acquaint his Majeſty 
with the Crown being devolv'd to him 
by the Laws of the Land, and to receive 
his Commands. Nor are the particular 
Ads of Government which were entred 
upon by the ſaid Regents, any part of 
the Memoirs of his Life, becauſe he ated 
in that Affair, no otherwiſe than in Com- 
pany with the reſt of the Nobility plac'd 
in that Commiſſion. But I paſs from 
theſe things, to his Conduct after the 
King's being arriv'd, took the Adminiſtra- 
tion into his own Hands. 
Of all the Officers of State which the 
Queen left in Power, I think it _— 
_—_ | al 


5 nr 
ſaid ofthe Duke, that he was the only Mi- 
niſter who was not afraid of the ſtrict In- 
quiſition which was threatned at that time 
to be made into the Conduct of the Old 
Miniſters. The Duke had always carried 
it with ſo even a Hand, that as neither 
Party could ever engage him deep in the 
Buſineſs they were upon, yet they conti- 
nued always to deſire him among them, 
and never pretended to bring any Charge 
againſt him,among the reſt of thoſe called evil 
Counſellors of the laſt Reign. So that for a 
ood while the World took him to be per- 
ectly attacht to the New Party at Court; 
and in all the hotteſt of their meaſures ; 
but they little knew him, who imagin'd 
him to be gone that length with theſe, or 
any other, either now, or even before or 
—_— 1 . | 
What might perhaps lead them into this 
Miitake about him, was the exceeding 
Court made to him all the time of the Re- 
Bench: by thoſe Men who were known to 
be effectually in the King's Intereſt, and to 
have Party-ſtrength enough to go on with- 
out him, or even againſt him. The truth 
is, the Duke's way of managing with a 
coldaeſs and indifferency in the matter of 
his own Intereſt, was ſo ſure a Game as to 
the making himfelf Maſter of every Side 
that came uppermoſt, that it never failed 
| a to 
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to make his way to which Side ſoever he 


turn'd; and ſo he was the moſt 3 
But 


Trimmer that the Age has produced. 

then it was with this particular annex'd; 
which, by the way, few Courtiers will care 
to imitate; and therefore the Character 


does not ſeem to recommend the Duke to 
them for a Pattern, (viz.) that he always 


declin'd his own Intereſt, ſlighted all Ad- 
vantages, profitable Poſts and Methods to 
enrich himſelf, and raiſe his Fortune, which 
in ſuch Stations of Miniſtry, and favour'd 
as he was, or might have been in, is the 


uſual End of all Courtiers; and for which 


reaſon, I ſay, few will think this part of 
his Character will recommend him to their 


Imitation. | 


The Advantages the Duke had in the 
Court of the late Queen, to have rais'd 
himſelf to the higheſt pitch of Favour and 


Truſt, are ſcarce to be deſcrib'd. But his 


unaccountable averſion to engage too 
deep, kept him back ; and the Knowledge 
which Men of penetration had of him in 


this one particular, (viz.) that when they 


came to ary Criſis, he would run no 
hazards, and perhaps leave them oblig'd 
to keep him out of their Councils ; and 
this perhaps was his happineſs in ſome Ca- 
ſes particularly, as it occaſion'd his not 
being conſulted in thoſe ſecret Negotiations 

=!” b which 


c5 


Eo 


which Monſieur Meſnager carried on here 


for the Court of St. Germains ; of which 
mention has been made above; and of 
which TI have ſeen a large Account in Ma- 
nuſcxipt, in ſome things differing from 
thoſe printed under the Title of Memoirs 
of Monſieur Meſnager; and much more 
particular as to Perſons, and as to the ſe- 


veral Conferences held at Court on that 


Occaſion. And therefore tho? many things 
in thoſe Accounts, ſaid to be given by Mon- 
ſieur Meſnager himſelf, may be true; yet ei- 
ther Monſieur Meſzager was not willing Po- 
ſterity ſhould be let into ſome of the par- 
ticular things Negotiated at that time, or 
the Colleftotrs of thoſe Memoirs of his, had 
ſome Reaſons for leaving them out. 

Theſe things relate more eſpecially to 
the Meaſures concerted at Somerſel- Houſe, 
under the Agency of ſome private Perſons 
ſent hither at the ſame time with Mon- 
ſieur Meſuager, and whoſe ſecret manage- 
ment gave Birth'to a report that the Pre- 
tender was here in Perſon, and had ſome 
enterviews, not only with ſome great Men, 
but even with the Queen her ſelf; which 
however it was really not True in Fact, 
yet the Grounds on which thoſe Surmiſes 
were rais'd, were not ſo improper to make 


ſuch a gueſs from, as ſome have ima- 
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„ 
In theſe things, I ſay, the Duke had great 
Opportunities to have acted ſuch a Part, 
as muſt, if it had been puſht on with the 
uſual vigor of thoſe who aim at their own 
intereſt, have greatly advantag*d him in 
point of Fortune. . But Safety was the 
height of his Ambition, and his Eaſe was 
more than Wealth to him; ſo that if any 
Party had a home puſh to make, he was 
never their Man, let the Cauſe be on 
which Side it would. 2 
The ſame Principle made him receive 
the Staff from the Queen, with a Temper 


which let every one know, that he ra- 


ther took it at her Command, than at 


his own Requeſt ; and kept it only for the 


preſent, to give her Majeſty leiſure to think 
of another, where ſhe could with ſatisfa- 
Ction repoſe the Truſt, and where it would 


be executed with the due vigor of a Prime 


Miniſter; and not that he had any thought 


of entring into a Buſineſs, which, however 
adyantageous, however great and honour- 
able, requir'd not only a greater applica- 
tion, but a deeper engagement in the 
quarrel of the Parties, than ever he de- 


lignd to charge himſelf with. 


Perhaps this is a Conduct, of which no 


Example can be given in Hiſtory, but of 
this one Perſon; and this made the Queen 
her ſelf fay of him yery often, That the 
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diſpoſed of, and that Gentleman had it, 
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Duke of Shrewsbu ry was reſold to be Dake 


of Shrewsbury as long act he lived. In ſhort, 
e ated like a Man that was reſolv'd to 
be no greater, and no leſs than he was; or 
if we may put it in words exactly fram'd to 


it ſelf, it was that the fear of being leſs, made 
him reſolye to be no greater than he was. 


This Temper, and-this extraordinary 


diſcovery of it, which ran thro? all his A- 


ctions in the matter of great Employ- 
ments, was however his particular ad- 
vantage in reſpect to the Staff, when his 
preſent Majeſty came to the Crown; for 
whether he really deſign'd to keep his Poſt 
if he could, or to lay it down; or whether 
the King reſolved to continue him in it, or 


to diſpoſe of it in Commiſſion, as was aſter- 


wards done, is not material to be enquired 
into here; but it preſently paſt thro' the 
Town, as a current Opinion, or as a thing 


taken for granted, (vig.) that the Duke 
did not intend to take upon him the weight 


of the Staff ; that is, that he did not de- 


ſign to hold the Place of Lord High Trea- 
ſurer any longer than juſt as beforè in the 
Queen's time; as it might be neceſſary to 


give the King time to look round him, 


and 'ſce to whom it might be diſpoſed of 


for the general good. 


This, I fay, was his advantage at laſt 


very much, becauſe when the Staff was 
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already. In a word, he Sacric'd 
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who no queſtion deſign'd to get it from 
the firſt hour of the Revolution, whoever 
he difpoſſeſ*d of it, *rwas given him with- 
out the leaſt appearance of diſguſting the 
Nuke, but rather as an eaſing him of a 
Burthen, which he had reſoly*d and openly 
declar'd he would not load himſelf with, 
and would carry no farther, than 'till the 
King could find a proper Perſon to lift it 
off of his Shoulders. 265 

I Qam unconcern'd at the Judgment of 
the Age upon this particular Conduct of 
the Duke, and whether they ſhall take it 
as a Satyr upon him, or as a Panegyrick, 


believing that there are few who ſhar'd 


any intimacy with his Grace, but will al- 
low he acted a part in theſe things, which 
can no other way be accounted for than 
upon this, which was indeed his darling 
Principle, (viz.) Eaſe, and Safety ; and as 
far Eſtate, if he had any quantity of Ava- 
Tice about him, it lay hid under his Po- 
licy ſo deep, that it was hard to diſcover 
it. Some have ſaid of him, that the care 


ol keeping what he had, was the reaſon 


why he could never much encreaſe his 
Fortune ; for, he would not gain what he 


ſee frequent proſpects of in Court Advance- 


ments, becauſe he thought it might be 
otten at the hazard of what he had 


his 


I 723 1 
his Ambition to his Eafe, and his Avarice | 
to his Safety. 

Even after he had been Named by the 
late Queen, to be Lord Lieutenant of Jre- 
land, he diſcover'd no inclination to that 
Service ; tho? it has often been ſuppoſed 
to be a kind of ſine Care to Men' of great 
Families, and has often been given to 
ſuch, whoſe Fortunes having been narrow, 
or decay dd, ſtood in need of raiſing them- 
ſelves by ſuch Poſts. Alſo it was always 
eſteem*d a Poſt which had no difficulty or 
hazar'd in it, except the Voyage out, and 

home; but was infallibly attended with 
great addition of Revenue. _ 
However, we ſaw the Duke for a while 
decline that Service, with as much cold- 
neſs and indifference as any other; and as 
it were centring his Ambition in his preſent 
Station in the World, reſolve to remain as 
he was. What other Reaſons he might 
have for ſuch an unexampled Conduct, 
have hitherto been impenetrable, Except to 
himſelf. 

1 may now be ſaid to have brought the 
Memoirs of the Duke's Life, down to the 
coming in of King George 3 perhaps the va- 
rious Steps of the Duke's Conduct, are as 
odly circumſtanced as any Life that has 
been, or can be written in this laſt Age. 

But hitherto al] the various turns of it 
might 
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might ſeem to be accounted for, upon the 


foot of the frequent change of Hands and 


of Parties in the Government. But in the 
preſent Reign, all the World expected the 
Duke, who never cat'd to be on the wrong 
Side, would have ſeen that the Whig Party 
had the Game now in their Hands, and 
that he could not act with ſo much Safety 
in any other denomination but that of a 
Whig; and yet it was but a little while, we 
may ſay but a few hours after the King's 
Landing, when the Duke either declar'd 
himſelf, or at leaſt reſolv'd himſelf to be a 
kind of a Malecontent 5 
In a word, he appear'd at Greenwich at 
the Landing of the King, and Prince, and 
I believe was one of thoſe who had the 
weakneſs to believe or expect that the King 
would have continued, at leaſt for a time, 
the Adminiſtration in the ſame Hands it 
was before; that he would have kept 
the Parliament on foot which was then ſit- 
ting, Cc. and ſo have given all his Subjects 
leave to have recommended themſelves to 
his Favour in time to come, without re- 
proaching them with, much leſs reſenting 
what was paſt. But whatſoever were his 
Sentiments upon this Subject, or any ones 


elſe; or how much ſoever it may have been 


ſuppoſed to have been the King's Intereſt 


to have done ſo, which it is not my buſi-⸗ 


neſs 


E 
neſs at this time to meddle with; yet this 
is the firſt thing in the conduct of the pre- 
ſent Reign which we ſound him not to 
reliſh well, or at leaſt, that he made 
arſy Complaints about. The Objections 
which he rais'd upon this Subject, ſeem in- 
deed to have been ſince the common To- 
picks of thoſe who complain'd of the Ma- 
nagement at Greenwich; but whethen it is 
true that they were Originals in him, I 
will not undertake to mention here. ; 
However, I believe there is no room to 
doubt what was faid of his being once re- 
ſolv'd to have given up the White Staff, 
upon the occaſion of the Meſſage ſent to 
the Duke of Ormond the next Morning af- 
ter the King's Landing, to ſignify his diſ- 
miſſion from the Office of General of the 
Army; but it ſeems he was prevail'd with 
to keep it ſome time. : 1 
Now as it is always eſteem'd more 
honourable to any Perſon of Quality to 
lay down a great Employment, than to be 
diſplac'd from it; then, if it be true, as 
ſome have ſaid, that the Duke both knew 
that he ſhould be diſpoſſeſs'd of the Staff, 
and likewiſe had declar'd that he would 
not hold it, it might have been laid down _ 
at that time with more particularity, than at 
any other; but the Duke faid openly, har 
tho) he reſcl:*4 not to ſerve, jet he mould not 
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lay it down in any manner that ſhould appear 
diſreſpectful to the Ring; no, tho" he were 


ure to have it taken from him in a manner 


deſreſpectful to himſelf. 1 8 


I his, if it was true, was a piece ot Self. 
denial, which I have ſeen few People pra- 


ctiſe; but this was his Method, who was 


above deſiring to ſerve, and above valuing 
the reproach of being turn'd out. 

It was upon this very Principle that the 
Duke, after all his diſlike of the thing, yet 


Was, as it is ſaid, one of thoſe who diſſua- 


ded the Duke of 0----d and his Friends from 
going away from Greenwich the Morning 
of the Cavalcade or publick Entry of the 
King, and not ſtaying to attend his Ma- 
jeſty, which, as it was afterwards pub- 
liſhed, was propoſed, and very warmly 
preſs'd by ſome on that Side, but which 
the Duke of O—d would by no means be 
brought to agree to, being, as I have been 


aſſurd, influenced by the prudent Councils 


of the Lord Treaſurer, who was then Duke 


of Shremsbur). 


This is a piece of ſecret Hiſtory which per- 
haps many are not acquainted with, and 


which has been many ways repreſented to 


the obſerving part of Men, and not always 
alike; the moſt diſtinct account of it which 


T have met with, tho? I do not aſcertain 


all the particulars of it, is what was for- 
merly 


B 3x 
merly handed about in private, of which 
the following is a part, and may not be im- 
proper to theſe Memoirs. _ 


„The Aſſembly having brought things 
© to this Head, the Lords began to con- 
« gratulate one another upon the Succeſs, 
© and for a Time nothing but common 
© Diſcourſe took them up; at length a Lord 
© that had not ſpoken yet, ſtood up, who 
for the Occafion we ſhall put into the 
© Courſe, and call him Lord G. - 
My Lords, ſays he, I believe there is 
not one among us, but what entirely give 
Our Aſſent to all that has been faid by 
© theſe Noble Lords that have ſpoken before 
© me; and I have therefore nothing to add to 
© what is paſt, but pray let us debate a 
© little about our preſeat Conduct: What 
© ſhall we do as to the Show to morrow? 
Shall we appear at Court in the Morning, 
and goin the Train with them, or ſhall 
we mar? — 1 5 
Lord H. Truly my Lords, it's my O- 
pinion, that ſince we are to have none of 
© their Favour, we ſhould add nothing to 
their Figure. 
Lord J. I am of the ſame Mind; be- 
ſides, my Lord, I think it would be but 
a piece of Juſtice to the Duke of Or—4, 
© ſince they have diſhonour'd him as _ 
have 
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, have done; let us ſhow them that we 


, will hohour him as much, and let us 


, Tee who will have the greateſt Show. 
Here my Lord — put in, and ſaid, 
© it was a Noble Thought if they had had 


© Time for it, but that the Cavalcade be- 


© ing appointed for the next Morning, it 


© was impoſſible to give Notice to their 


Friends, elſe they would eaſily have had 
a Train of Coaches almoſt equal in Num- 


Well, but ſays my Lord -I am 
© of Opinion that we ſhould ſeparate as we 
© are, and if we all go off in a Body, we 
«© ſhall make ſuch a Chaſm in their Train, 
© as will reduce their Show to the Skeleton 
© of what they think it ſhall be, and ſur- 
prize the World more with the Conſe- 


* quence, than they will be ſurpriz*d at the 


6 Occaſion. re SY 
But how then ſhall we order our 
© March, and when ſhall we break of 
from the reſt of the Train, ſaid my 
© Lord G. who ſtood a little pauſing upon 
© the Propoſal? 5 
Says Lord J. My Lords, I find you 
© do not rightly apprehend my Project; 
© you all know the appointed Order of 
© the Cavalcade for the Morning; my, 
© Propoſal is, that concerting our Mea- 
* ſures this Night with the Duke of Or—a, 
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Tres? - 


«6 we appoint all our Coaches to be ready at 


his Appartment, about two Honrs be- 


© fore the Time 2 for the Park, 


where we may aſſemble as if we deſign'd 
to go in a Body into the Park; when, on 
a ſudden, we ſhall drive away to London, 
and paſſing thro? the City before they 
come, ſhall let the World ſee, what a 
Body of the Principal Nobility and Gen- 


wy came away from them, in Honour 
or t 


he Duke of 0r—4, and perhaps, if 


they ſet aſide their Militia, the City 


Train'd Bands, Corporation Pageantry, 
and the like, we may make as good a 
Train as the Whigs, the King's Perſon, 
the Prince, and their Family excepted. 

But my Lord, ſays Lord G. Do you 
believe, upon Information of ſuch a De- 


ſign, they would not ſend the Guards 


after us, and ſtop us ? 

No, my Lords, Replyed Lord J. I 
cannot believe any ſuch Thing. Beſides, 
by what Law or Authority can they 
ſtop us? Are we not Freemen, and can 
go where and whither we pleaſe? If not, 
we are Priſoners, and the Solemnity of 
this Day can be exacted of us as a Duty, 
which is not our Caſe. Fo 

© Says Lord G. Nay, T am not CON- 
ceru'd about that, let them ftop us if 


they pleaſe ; That will be no Diſadvan- 
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tage to us, but to them; for it will add 
Weight to us, and ſhew the Impotence 
of their Reſentment; for they cannot 
commit us to Priſon, 'tis no Rebellion, 
we {hall not bein Arms; 'tis no deſert- 
ing, for we are not Liſted in their Ser- 
vice; *cis acting as their dealing with us 
leads us to, and I think juſtifies us in; 
for we only go away from thoſe who have 
firſt driven us away. 3 

In a Word, The Aſſembly agreed to 
the Propoſal, and made the Place of Ren- 
dez vous to be at the Duke of Or- 4's Le- 
 vee, from whence they reſolv'd to drive 
directly to London with the Duke, and 
neither take their leave at Court, or any 
ol the Court in t. 

„With this General Reſolution, the 
« Aſſembly broke up, and the Lords 
made it their Buſineſs to communicate 
* their Deſign to all their Friends; nor 
© was there many but what exceedingly 
liked of the Thing: But when they 
came to the Duke himſelf, he could ne- 
ver be prevaiPd to hear any Thing of it. 
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He proteſted, That tho? he thought him- 


« ſelf hardly uſed, yet that he could not 
* do any Thing fo inconſiſtent with Duty 
and with Courteſy, or ſo perſonally rude 


© to the King; that to ſhew himſelf to be 


thus Popular, would bring Thouſands of 
T- Enemies 


Et E 

Enemies upon him, and perhaps open 
© the Door to future Inconveniencies, which 
dat preſent might be avoided. 

„The Duke, who was not apt to be 
very poſitive in Things, eſpecially where 
his own Intereſt was ſo much concern'd, 
yet in this, notwithſtanding the impor- 
tunity of the reſt, continued inflexible 
in his Reſolution, and could not be pre- 
vail'd with to alter his Mind; fo the 
reſt were obliged, to their great diſap- 
pointment, to lay aſide the thoughts of 
it, and reſerving all their other wicked 
Agreements, they reſolv'd; tho? againſt 
their Inclinations, to appear at the pub- 
lick Entry of the King, which they did 
accordingly. How they proceeded aſter- 
wards, we mult reſerve for another Oc- 
caſion. . + 
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This wholſom Reſolution of the Duke of 
Or —za, was ſaid, as I have mention'd a- 
bove, to be the Conſequence of the Duke 
of Shrewsbary's good Advice, who never left 
preſſing and perſwading his Grace, till he 
obtain'd a Promiſe from him that he 
would not leave the Place, which would 
have been offering the greateſt Affront to 
the Perſon of the King, that they could poſſi- 
bly have done; and might have been at- 
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tended with many ſubſequent things to 


their diſadvantage. 

But after this, we find the Duke of Shren/- 
bury never took any great delight in ap- 
pearing at Court; for having laid down 
the Staff, in order to its being given in 
Commiſſion, Mr. Walpole, a Perfon he had 
no reliſh of, was quickly placed at the 
head of that Commiſſion, for the ma- 
nagement of the Treaſury. 7 

From this time we find the Duke of 
Shrewsbary gladly retired, as from all Buſi- 
neſs at Court, diſcovering his diſlike of 
things: But far from joining in any Party, 
or ſo much as rendring himſelf ſuſpected 
to the Government, in any thing which 


tended to diſturb them, or make the Mi- 


niſtry uneaſie. 
As for the Rebellion, aſter what has been 
ſaid of his Caution and reſerve in Caſes 
where Danger and Hazard was but re— 
mote, it need not be ſo much as men— 
tioned that the Duke had no Hand in any 
thing like that; no body that knew him, 
would ever ſuſpect him of ſuch a thing. 
It is true indeed, that he grew more and 
more a ive againſt the Perſons then in 
the Miniſtry, after ſome particular Lords 
dropt out of the Adminiſtration, and ſhew'd 
a readineſs to come into any ordinary mea- 
| ſures 


5 103 1. 
ſures for the getting a farther Change at 

ourr, . 

But his meaſures were all within the com- 
paſs of Party-making, and the little Cabal- 
lings of the Courtiers ; nothing tumultuous, 
or forcible, all that was out. of his Ele- 
ment; and therefore, in the particulars we 
have of thoſe Caballings, which he is ſaid 
to have a ſhare in, we find his very Ene- 
mies acknowledge, that when hot Methods 
were propoſed by any one, and they ſeem'd 
to be for puſhing farther, he was none of 
their Man. | 

Whether the account given in publick 
of ſeveral Conferences on the Subject held 


with the Duke of So—t, the Earl of N-, 
the Biſhop of R-, and others, where 


the Duke, under the borrowed Name of 
Monocalas, is brought in Conſulting, nay 
even as the firſt Man contrivi.'g thoſe Con- 
ferences, be genuine or FA cannot tell; 
I ſhall not enquire into the certainty of 
them, or diſpute about it. We find 


nothing in thoſe Conferences which has 


any relation to the Duke's Hiſtory, or 
needful to be mentioned here one way 
or other, only this, that even the Sto- 
ry, 1! it be a real Hiſtory, or a feign'd, 
confirms what was known well before to be- 
long to the Duke's Character, (viz.) that 
he was a Friend only to ſafe Councils; and 
that ſeeing nothing to be done in that Con- 

: | terence, 
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TH 
ference, but what would precipitate them 
into difficulties, he was the only Man that 
propoſed to adjourn all their Meaſures and 
Projects to a more favourable Oppor tunity ; 
in which, if it was ſo, and as things aſter- 
wards appear'd at Court, he was certainly 
very much in the right. 5 

It is true that he receiv'd all poſſible 
provocation from his old Friends ever ſince 
the ſhare he had in the turns of the laſt 
Reign; and as he fell into the Hands of 
ſome, whoſe peculiar it is ſaid to be, that 
they never forget, ſo he reſented their 
Treatment in a very particular manner. 

It ſhould have been mention'd, that in 
the Intervals of the reſentment which he 
entertain'd on the ill uſage he was ſup- 


poſed to meet with, he retir'd into the 


Country, and built that magnificent Houſe 
at Hetrop in Oxfordſhire, where he took 
. Delight, as well in directing the 

orks, as in the full enjoyment of the Place 
after it was finiſhed ; than which, nothing 


could be better contriv'd, or better finiſh*d, 


the Model being brought from Italy by his 
Grace, where he had the Judgment. of 
ſome. of the beſt Maſters, himſelf alſo ha- 


ving a very particular Genius that way. 


It might have taken up ſome room in 
theſe Memoirs, to have mentioned ſome- 
thing of his Grace's Voyage to Ireland, as 

| | Lord 


E 
Lord Deputy, or Lord Lieutenant of that 
Kingdom; but other Matters have run 
me beyond the time of it. 
It has been ſaid, that the Miniſters of 
State then in being, contriv'd the ſending 
him thither, to have him out of the way, 


after his return from Abroad, as not be- 


- lieving him well pleaſed with his Treat- 


ment when he was on the Embaſſy to 
France, Perhaps the Duke had no reaſon 
indeed to think himſelf well pleaſed with 
the manner in which things were carried 


on, and the diſpatching the publick Buſi- 


neſs to private Agents at Paris, while he 
was upon the ſpot with a ſuperior Cha- 
racter; nor was he a Perſon of fo little pe- 
netration, as not to ſee it; or ſo little ni- 


cety, as not to reſent it; and they were 


many ways made ſenſible of it at Court. 
But whether that was really the Cauſe of 
his being made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
or not, I will not take upon me to ſay. 
Aſter he was nominated to that Poſt, 
and applied himſelf to the needful Prepara- 
tions, he had ſome little ſquabble with the 
Court about his Secretary; he choſe Sir 
John Stanley, a Perſon the Court did not ſo 
much ſeruple to accept, as that they had re- 
ſolved that Poſt for another Man. How- 
ever, the Duke inſiſted upon his Man, 
and, as I have heard, reſolv'd not to ſtir 
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upon the Errand himſelf without him, and 


let the Miniſtry know as much; upon 
which, they gave way, and Sir John Stan- 
ley was appointed his Secretary. LIT, 
When the Duke came to Ireland, he as 
ill pleaſed the Miniſtry here, as they had 
pleaſed him in Fance. For there having a 
large Sphere of Action, not tied up to par- 
ticular Inſtructions, he ſhew'd that he knew 
how to govern the Kingdom better than 
thoſe who ſent him thither; and indeed 
better than they knew how to manage the 
Government of this at Home. For he car- 


ried that ſteady Hand between the Parties, 


reſtraining the immoderate ſteps, and all 
the Exceſſes on either hand, which the 
Miniſtry in England, had they been Wiſe, 
and had they adheer'd to his Advice, would 
have done here: By this he kept all the 


meaſures of Government ſtrictly confin'd 
within the Bounds of the Conſtitution, 
gave the Whigs no room to raiſe jealonſies 


of their Deſigns, or of the Court-meafures 


being calculated to introduce the Pretender, 


and to overthrow the Hanover Succeſſion ; 


and yet gave the Tories no room to ſuſpe&t 


he was ſetting up a Whig Adminiſtration. 
It is true, the high Party were not 
pleas'd with it, and he was many ways ill 
uſed by them; but he was above taking 
notice of that, at leaſt in ſuch a manner 
: ZE) 


2 


as they hoped, and expected he would; and 


all they could do, was to complain to the 


Miniſtry in England, who, afteg, all, were 


in no Condition to help them; nor had the 


whole Court in England any other means 


to rectify his Conduct, as they might call 
it, but by recalling him, which was a 


ſtep they were not willing to take at that 
time; ſo he went on his own way, by a 
ſteady moderate even-handed management 


of Affairs, which the preſent Intereſt in Ire- 


land is perhaps more beholding to, than is 


fit to mention at this time; ſeeing had the 


Duke acted upon other meaſures there, 
and ſuch as it was eaſie for him to have 
carried on, the Whigs had not ſince found 
matters in ſo good a diſpoſition there as 


they did, nor the Miſchiefs of a Tory Ad- 


miniſtration ſo eaſily remedied, as they 
A N 


I am come now to the cloſe of a Life of 


Politicks. The Duke having been for ſome 
time, as has been obſerv'd, out of publick 
Employ, and by his own inclination, not 
ſo buſie as might have been expected, to 
re-eſtabliſh himſelf in the Favour of the 
governing Party, enjoy'd an inexpreſſible 
Tranquillity, and lived like a Man who 
knew how to reap the ſatisfaction of his 
happy Condition, without diſturbing it by 
the anxieties of ſeeking after more. : 
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Not was this ſtate of Life unſuitable to 


the ſtate of his Health; for as he grew 


into Years, his Infirmity of Body, which 
was always an Aſthma, which is not uſual 
to abate with Age, grew, if not greater, 
yet more —— than before; and 


for near a Year before he died, he appear'd 


ſenſibly to decline in ſtrength, be inactive, 
and apt to keep within doors. FF 
But the vigor of his Mind, the beauty 
of his Diſpoſition, and the exerciſe of the 
niceſt and moſt refined part of his judgment, 
never forſook him, no not to the laſt; he 


diſcourſed ſedately of his End, diſcovering 


a Conſtancy of Mind that neither wiſh*d 
or fear'd to Die; and tho? the Diſtemper 
in its extreme, threw him into ſome Ago- 
nies and violent Struggles, as neceſſarily 
follows a ſuppreſſion of Breath, yet he 
paſt the ſevereſt Criſis with an excellent 
Compoſure. * 


He was not ignorant of the Reproaches 


- 


of the World, as to his Principles, and 


what his Character had ſuffered upon that 
account, among the raſh, 1gnorant, unen- 


quiring part of Mankind, who generally 
ſpeak before they hear, and report be- 


fore they enquire; theſe he contemn'd, 
while he liv'd, as not worth notice; but 
for the ſake of thoſe. wiſer Men, who 
knew how' to be fatisfy'd with reaſonable 

PE Teſtimo- 


: 7 


4 P os 5 nas _— 1 
* * „ * FE ” tac * * ä . CIS 
Ba , 4 _ - * l * PR. 81 1 3 <A 
8 5 * 1 * 4 
* - @a : » 7 2 9 K 
. * 
* ? R i: - 
e ; c * 
f | 9 


alſo of Poſterity, he took particular Care 
to clear up this Point before his Death; 


| firſt, by receiving the bleſſed Sacrament 


from the Hands of the Biſhop of Sarum ; 


and by calling all his Family together, and 


in the preſence of them all, making a pub- 
lick ſolemn Profeſſion of the Proteſtant 


Faith, and declaring he died a Proteſtant, 


in the Communion of the Church of Eꝝg- 


land. © 


This has effectually ſtopt the Mouth of 
Calumny and Slander, and ſtruck dumb 
the envious part of Mankind, who would 
otherwiſe not have faiPd to have carried 
on the reproach of his being a Papiſt, be- 
yond the Grave; and not have been back- 
ward to have recorded that Slander after 
his Death, which they were not aſham'd 
to have rais'd while he was alive. 

In this Compoſure he remain'd ſome 


time entirely reſign'd to the Will of Om- 


nipotent Power; and thus waiting to ſee 
the Wonders of the Inviſible World, he 
died the 26th of Januar), 1717. 
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